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HALACHA V’HALICHA… By Rav Chaim Schabes  
 The Bais Halaivi explains that Bil’am recognized the nature of our nation, that is, that as long as we stay הן עם לבדד ישכון ובגויים לא יתחשב
separated, and don’t mix with other nations, then we will be settled (ישכון) and be able to rest without having to worry about other governors. 
However, if we mix- ובגויים, and we take pride in their recognition of us and in adopting their culture, then- לא יתחשב, Hashem will cause that 
we should not be regarded with respect and importance amongst the nations, and instead become a source of insolence and mockery.
Birchos HaRei’ach Part II.  Concerning peels of fruit (e.g., lemons and oranges) that have a strong and nice smell, especially after they are 
roasted, there is a dispute over the correct  b’racha:  (because it is a fruit, Aruch Hashulchan 216:14);   
(because it is not edible, Kitsur 58:7) or  (R’ Akiva Eiger, because it is neither). Poskim write that because of the doubt, we 
should follow the last opinion. On spices (e.g., cinnamon or cloves) that are eaten with other foods but not by themselves, there is also a 
doubt if the correct b’racha is ; Mishna Berura (16) concludes that one should say , but it is best not to say a 
b’racha over them at all. The same applies to pepper and ginger, unless one sets them aside for smell and not for spicing food; but on whole 
cloves, which are used for smell as much as for spicing food, one certainly should say . There is a dispute if one was yotzai if 
he said Shehakol over smell, so if one said it, he should not make another b’racha over smell. One can also use this ruling where there is 
doubt if one should say a b’racha over the smell: he should say Shehakol over food or drink, and have in mind to be motzi the smell. Mishna 
Berura (16) says that if one smells hot ground coffee, he should say . Ra”ma cites two opinions concerning freshly baked 
bread, and concludes not to say a b’racha. Sha’ar Hatziyun (47) says that this may be based on the opinion of the Gr”a that one does not 
recite a b’racha over smell on anything that is meant for eating, even if he takes it specifically to enjoy its aroma; if so, the Halacha is the 
same by roasted coffee, and we wouldn’t say a b’racha on its smell (Aruch Hashulchan 14). We don’t say a b’racha over perfume (Sh’miras 
Shabbos K’hilchaso in the name of R’ SZ Auerbach; Avnai Yoshfei in the name of R’ Elyashiv Shli”ta), because it is often produced from 
foul-smelling chemical substances synthetically processed to be fragrant, and is therefore considered not to have substance (). The 
same applies to snuff (Be’er Haitev 13). One does not say a b’racha on the smell of pipe tobacco, because it is not meant primarily for smell, 
but for inhaling (Aruch Hashulchan 4). During Havdalah we always say  even on something that is definitely an  or  
(Magen Avraham 297). One who enters a flower shop and enjoys the smell must say a b’racha; it is proper that upon entering he should have 
the aroma in mind and recite . But this only applies if he plans to shop or remain in the store for a while; if he enters to have a 
short exchange of words, he does not need to say a  b’racha unless he takes something in his hand intending to enjoy the smell (Aruch 
Hashulchan 217:3).
 

THOUGHTS ON THE HAFTARA … By Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro (Michah 5:6-6:8)
In this week’s haftara Hashem, through the navi Michah, calls the Jewish people to a ‘trial’ to accuse them of ingratitude. The navi relates 
some of the wonderful good that Hashem did for His people, such as sending them Moshe, Aharon and Miriam to save them from Mitzrayim, 
and saving them from Bil’am. And what do the people do in return? They rebel against Hashem by sinning! The Abarbanel asks, with all of 
the great and wondrous miracles that Hashem had done for the Jewish people, such as the plagues in Egypt and the splitting of Yam Suf, why 
was the story of Bil’am chosen as an example of the great kindness shown to the Jewish people? He answers that if you look closely at each 
phrase that  the navi uses,  each one is  actually a hint of the many great  things that  were bestowed upon the people  starting with their 
miraculous exodus from Mitzrayim. For example, mentioning Moshe hints at the Manna that they ate throughout the years in the desert in his 
merit.  Through Aharon’s merit,  the clouds protected them. Miriam was responsible for the water they drank. These and other miracles 
continued all through their 40 years in the desert and beyond! In fact, when Bil’am wanted to curse them, Hashem made sure that not only 
would he not succeed, but he also would be forced to publicize the demise of all the other nations that wanted to destroy the Jewish nation, 
putting fear in their hearts even as the Jews entered Eretz Yisrael. And because all that is needed for wise people to remember things they 
forgot is just a reminder, the Navi used this technique to jog their memory of these miracles, and once reminded they will continue to 
reminisce on all the other great things Hashem did for them. Perhaps there is another explanation. Rav Shmuel bar Rav Nachman comments 
(Yalkut 554) that this is one of three times that Hashem came with strong complaints to the Jewish people. Each time, the Goyim saw what  
was happening and were happy because they were sure that Hashem would destroy them! But each time, when Hashem sees their joy, He 
turns His words of wrath into words of comfort and good. This of course is similar to what happened to Bil’am when Hashem turned his 
curses into enduring blessings for His people.
 

“A GIGANTIC LITTLE SECRET” … By Rabbi Yosef  Schwab
 - The Torah tells us that 24,000 people died as a result of a mageifah.  Rashi,on 25:5, brings down that Moshe commanded 
each dayan to execute 2 people.  If we do the math, however, that would have resulted in close to 157,200 executions, more than 25% of Bnai 
Yisrael (men).  Rambam explains, therefore, that Moshe’s command to the dayanim was never fulfilled, and the plague was halted, due to 
Pinchas’s act of kana’us.  Only the 24,000 sinners died slowly over time , .
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KNESSES NEWS
MAZEL TOV! to Dr. and Mrs. Dovid and Esther Schneeweiss on the Bar Mitzvah of  their son Moshe
PEREK IN THE PARK shiur for women, Shabbos 4:15PM, at Frank (backyard) 691 Union Rd., children welcome (Brachos party)

COMMUNITY CORNER
TASTE of TANYA in 25 Minutes, by Rabbi Weinstein, Shabbos, 75 minutes < candle-lighting time, followed by a shiur in Rambam by 

Yehuda Eckstein, followed by Mincha and seuda shlishis – all are invited
MIKVAH OF NEW HEMPSTEAD, 109 Brick Church, is open on Shabbos/Yom Tov, please call 669-0861
MINCHA at Tefilla L’Moshe, Sun. 1:30; S-Th 15m<shki’a;  1:30/”; MAARIV M-Th 40m>shki’a/8:15/9:45
DAILY SHACHARIS at Kehillat New Hempstead 6:00; SHACHARIS at Tefilla L’Moshe Sun. 7:30/8:30; M-Fri 6:25/7:00/7:30 
MINCHA at  Zichron Yehuda (2 Kakiat  Ln) Sun. 1:40,  daily 7:45;  MAARIV daily 9:15PM;  SHACHARIS Mo-Fr.  6:40;  Sun. 6:30/7:30; 

MA’ARIV at KNH, Mon-Thurs 8:30PM; 
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS and any other inclusions to this publication please contact Moshe Orlian at: 364-0572, or morlian@verizon.net
TO BE INCLUDED on our email distribution list and receive shul/community related news send an email to knesses_yisrael@yahoo.com

ONGOING SHIURIM
Daf Yomi: 1 hour before Shacharis (R’ Adler)/ 9:45PM (R’ Becher) at Knesses Yisrael
Maseches Kesuvos (by R’ Apter) daily 1 hour before Shacharis;
Hilchos Shabbos chabura, Shabbos, after the early minyan; (by Rabbi Schabes) after the 2nd minyan; , Shabbos 8AM
Navi Melachim for men, by Rabbi Shmuel Moeller, Sundays 8:30-9:15, at Tefilla L'Moshe
Minchas Chinuch Sun. 8:30PM by R’ Bronspigel at Zichron Yehuda
Mishna Berura, at KNH, Rabbi Kerner, Tues. 7:50PM; Inyanei Tefilla, Rabbi Staum, Wed. 8:50PM
Maseches Sukkah, Sun. 9:15AM; by R’ Saperstein; Daf Yomi 8:30PM; at Ohaiv Shalom, 18 Bridle 
Ladies Shiurim: Shabbos 5PM, by Mrs. Sarah Yankelewitz at Flegman, 29 Brockton

Mondays new time 8:15PM, Sefer Shmuel II, by Mrs. Aviva Orlian, at Levy, 29 Fessler
Wednesdays 9:45AM, Emunah and Bitachon, by Mrs. Chani Juravel, at Ohr Sameach’s Beit Shvidler (send email to 

jungerh@aol.com to join the Monday night (9-10 pm) telephone shiur)
Wednesdays 10:45-11:45AM, Pareshas Hashavua, by Mrs. Sussi Brecher, at Lazar, 2 Tracey Ct. (corner of South Gate)



MECHOCHMAS HAS’FORNO… By Rabbi Shmuel Burstein
The words of Bil’am’s nevu’a that appear in this week’s paresha are some of the most beautiful in all the Torah. Chazal tell us that it is 
better for Am Yisrael to receive words of criticism from Moshe than the sweet, beautiful blessings of Bil’am; but it is certain we can learn 
quite a bit about the relationship between Hashem and His people from the words that came out of the mouth of this gifted and very spiritual 
rasha. In the second b’racha we find the Nation of God compared to a “re’em”, sometimes translated as a buffalo, or unicorn, a beast whose 
horns are its prized asset. S’forno understands this metaphor as teaching us the way in which Am Yisrael deals with its enemies: the Jewish 
People “pushes” away other nations as does the mighty “re’em”. Rather than devouring them, as would have been the case had the pasuk 
compared us to a lion, who tears its prey,  the intent was that we succeed over our enemies by pushing them out of the way (he quotes  
Tehillim 80:9 as a proof to this intention). S’forno cites the three choices given by Yehoshua to the nations of Cana’an (brought by the 
Yerushalmi in Shevi’is). The intention, says the S’forno was to offer even these decadent, idolatrous and child-sacrificing nations the chance 
to leave peacefully, or do teshuva and recognize Hashem. Ultimately, they were bent on warring with Am Yisrael. But it didn’t have to be 
this way. This is yet another example of a common thread found throughout S’forno’s perush on the Chumash.  Hashem desperately wants 
the sinner to return to Him. He quotes Yechezkel’s soaring language: , I do not desire the death of the wicked, but their 
return. Am Yisrael came into Eretz Yisrael as a “re’em” to offer the goyim the choice to leave, or do teshuva and accepting the 7 mitzvos of 
Bnei Noach. But the intent was not to march in killing, as a lion. Only after they refused the other options did the Jewish people need to  
resort to war. But even so, after the war, we did not use the 7 nations for our own purposes of labor, or servitude. That, too, would have been  
like a lion, who devours after he tears, and kills. No; Am Yisrael was forbidden to have any economic benefit from nations which chose not 
to make peace with us. We are meant to be a lofty nation, bringing other nations and people to a true understanding of what the Creator  
expects of, and desires for, man.
 

ON LANGUAGE… By R’ Moshe Orlian
The “curse” of  continues in the very next passuk with  (BaMidbar 24:6). In this latter pasuk,  has a 
chataf-patach under the  rather than a cholam or kamatz katan.  This is because, as Rashi points out, the word  in this pasuk is the 
plural of the word  (“a-HAL”), a kind of fragrant plant (translated as aloe), and is not from the word  (“O-hel”), which means tent. 
The word  in the earlier pasuk, however, does have a cholam on the  and refers to tents.  Interestingly, one of the other references to 
aloe cited by Rashi is  (Tehillim 45:9).  Thus, we see that  is one of those words the plural of which can be both masculine and 
feminine, or .  Another example is the word , courtyard, which can be either  or  in the plural form.
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