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 HALACHA V’HALICHA… By Rav Chaim Schabes 
This Wednesday night, we began saying  in the shmone esrei of ma'ariv.  If one forgot to say , and he did not yet say 
the name of Hashem in the b'racha of m'varech hashanim, he should go back to v'sain tal and continue saying the rest of the b'racha. If he 
already said the name of Hashem at the end of the b'racha, then he should wait till the b'racha of shma koleinu and say  before ki 
atta shome'a. If he said baruch atta Hashem, and didn't say yet shomei'a tefilah, he should say "lamdeini chukecha" and go back to say v'sain  
tal u’mattar, ki atta shome'a etc. If he concluded the b'racha of shomei'a tefilah and didn't start the r'tzai, He should say right there . 
If he reminded himself after starting r'tzai, before he is ready to take the three steps of oseh sholom (even if he started saying the last "yihyu 
leratzon imrei fi", MB 117:18) then he should go back to barech aleinu. If he is ready to take the three steps back, he should go back to the 
beginning of shmone esrei, but if he didn't step back, he does not need to say again "Hashem s'fasai tiftach". In the event that he started r'tzai 
and had to go back to barech aleinu, and he forgot again to say , it would seem, that he would not be able to just continue and wait 
till shma koleinu; rather, he is obligated to go back again to barech aleinu (Bi’ur Halacha 117:5). 
This  Tuesday night we began the Yom Tov of  Chanukah; there are many opinions as to what is the most proper  z'man  for lighting the 
Chanukah candles, everyone should follow his minhag. If one is unsure, one should try to comply with all opinions, which is fulfilled, according 
to the Mishna B'rura, as long as one lights within one half an hour from both sunset and tzais, which is between 15 and 30 min. after  shkia. 
According to ALL opinions, one should use enough oil (or light large enough candles) to burn until 30 min. after tzais hakochavim (approx. one 
hour and 15 min. after sunset). If one has a minhag to light earlier and remain by the candles for a while, and for a specific reason will not be 
able to do so on a particular day, it is preferable that he light later, and remain by the candles, rather than light at an earlier time and leave the  
candles. One should try to light at the beginning of the z'man hadlakah, and not postpone the mitzvah. It is also preferable to wait for all the 
family members to be present, rather than light at an earlier time. The minhag is that while the candles are burning, women refrain from doing 
melacha, until a half an hour after tzais. This refers to melachos that are traditionally women's, such as spinning, sewing, ironing, laundry and 
the like. Some say that they should refrain from doing any melacha that is not done on chol hamo'ed, and although the custom in Yerushalayim 
is not even to cook during this time, the general minhag is not to prohibit cooking (frying latkes). Bach (670) writes that the days of Chanukah 
are charged with a special energy that helps a person improve and rectify his spiritual level, and Bnai Yisaschar says that the light of teshuvah 
from the days of Tishrei continues to shine through Chanukah, at the end of which it is hidden and treasured. Sh”la hakadosh writes that one 
should  apply himself  to  learn  Torah with  diligence during Chanukah,  and  writes  that  as  we often  see  during these  days an  attitude  of 
carelessness in this matter, we should double our efforts to learn with hasmadah. MB brings that Chanukah is also a special time to distribute 
tzedakah to the poor, and specifically to people who are dedicated to learning Torah. It is also an accepted minhag to give Chanukah gelt to 
children (not presents). MB also writes (in Biur Halacha 670:2) that many people play cards instead of singing praises of Hashem, but one who 
cares for his neshama should stay away from it; however, the minhag to play draidel has deep sources as explained in Bnai Yisaschar that the 
letters represent the four powers of a person which are  , (body, intellect and soul) and , which is a higher force that 
includes everything, and the four kingdoms of Bavel (neshama), Yavan (intellect), Maddai (body) and Romi (all) which stand against these 
forces, but which are going to become eliminated through  (which is also the gematria (numerical value) of  .
 

THOUGHTS ON THE HAFTARA … By Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro
This week we encounter the first haftara of I”YH several during the year whose connection is not to the paresha we read but rather to the time 
of year. The haftaras we read on any given Shabbos are often different in shuls throughout the world with varying minhagim between the 
Sefaradim and Ashkenazim and even others. The haftaras we read on the special occasions of the year are brought down specifically in the 
Gemara and are generally universally accepted. The Gemara (Megilah 31a) tells us that on the first Shabbos of Chanukah we read the haftara 
of  (Zecharya 2:14-3:7). Rashi explains that this refers to the pasuk (4:2):  . Some say that the Menorah 
that Zecharya was shown was totally unlike the one in the Bais Hamikdash, for example there were 49 flames. What was the significance of 
this special pure golden menorah, and of course to Chanukah? When the proper time comes and Bnei Yisrael are worthy, their salvation will 
be the purest possible, i.e., not through any intermediary but directly through Hashem’s light and glory! , 
just as we were saved on Chanukah not through the great strength of the Maccabim, but with great miracles of Hashem, so, too, will the final  
redemption come directly from Hashem, and not through an intermediary.


ON LANGUAGE… By R’ Moshe Orlian
As we know, Chanukah and Purim are related to each other in a variety of ways. Of particular interest is that there are a remarkable number of 
similarities between the story of Yosef in  Parashas  Mikketz, which is read on Shabbos Chanukah, and Megillas Esther. The connection is 
mentioned in Midrash Esther Rabbah and just to cite just some of the phrases that uniquely appear in both Mikketz and Esther: 
 & ; & ; & ; 
... & ...;  & . The connection, of course, is much deeper, in terms of both 
"plot" and theology, but the linguistic similarities serve to cement this relationship.
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ROSH CHODESH Monday Shacharis 6:50                    
SHACHARIS Sun 7:45, Mon-Fri 7:00; MAARIV Mon-Th 9:30; MINCHA/MAARIV Sun 4:14, next Fri 4:13 (candles 4:10)

KNESSES KNEWS
MASMIDEI YISRAEL boys Fri. night learning program, grades 6-8, 7:50-8:30PM by Rabbi Shloimie Eisenbereger, at Eisenberger, 4 Patricia

KOMMUNITY KORNER
KINUS FOR WOMEN l’yeshua  for Raizel Rivka bas Basha, Tuesday 8PM, Tehillim followed by words of inspiration from Mrs. Menucha 

Kahan, at Krausz, 1 Manchester Dr.
R’ SHMUEL ADLER, our Daf Yomi maggid shiur, is being honored by Kollel Zichron Shneur, please contribute to an ad - see B. Mytelka
PIRCHEI for boys Pre1A-6th Grade at Knesses Yisrael 2:30-3:30
NEW NAVI SHIUR starting Sefer Shmuel b’iyyun, by Rabbi Shmuel Moeller, at Tefilla L’Moshe, Sundays 8:30-9:15. Come join!
MIKVAH OF NEW HEMPSTEAD, 109 Brick Church, is open on Shabbos/Yom Tov, please call 669-0861
SHABBOS MINCHA at Tefilla L’Moshe, 1:30PM (also Sunday), MAARIV  Mon-Th 7:00PM, 8:15PM; SUN SHACHARIS 7:30 & 8:30
DAILY SHACHARIS at Kehillat New Hempstead 6:00; at Zichron Yehuda (2 Kakiat Ln) 6:40AM
SUNDAY MINCHA 1:45PM at Zichron Yehuda MAARIV daily at 9:15PM NEW MINCHA Mon-Thu, 4PM, at Tefilla L’Moshe
TEHILLIM FOR LADIES 8:30PM Tuesday at Willner (19 Bedford Ct)
TORAH TAPE LIBRARY – popular English speakers.  Call 426-3790x143 or e-mail to wieders@cch.com for catalog.
TO BE INCLUDED on our email distribution list and receive shul/community related news send an email to knesses_yisrael@yahoo.com
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS and any other inclusions to this publication please contact Moshe Orlian at: 364-0572, or morlian@verizon.net

KONTINUING KLASSES (aka ONGOING SHIURIM)
Daf Yomi: 1 hour before Shacharis (R’ Adler)/ 9:45PM (R’ Becher) at Knesses Yisrael; 6:00AM at Zichron Yehuda (chabura)
Maseches Kiddushin (by R’ Apter) daily 1 hour before Shacharis; Ahavas Chesed (by Rabbi Schabes) Tues. 9:10PM, at Knesses Yisrael
Hilchos Shabbos chabura, Shabbos, after the early minyan 
Minchas Chinuch Sun. 8:30PM; Nefesh Hachayim Thurs. 8:45PM; by R’ Bronspiegel at Zichron Yehuda; 
Maseches Bava Metzia, Shabbos afternoon 1 hour before Mincha, by R’ Yehoshua Kohl at Kehillat New Hempstead
Ladies Shiur: Fri. night, none this week

Mondays 8:40 PM, Megillas Rus, by Mrs. Aviva Orlian, at Levy, 29 Fessler
  
MECHOCHMAS HAS’FORNO… By Rabbi Shmuel Burstein
Come and see what a Rishon can draw out of one detail in a given paresha. The Torah, at the end of the first aliyah, tells us that Yosef was 
being readied for his great encounter with Par’oh. It says (41: 14) that the officers of Par’oh “rushed him from the pit.” From this seemingly 
innocent description of Yosef’s delivery from bondage, S’forno weaves a colorful tapestry worthy of Yosef himself. He says that the example of 
deliverance, geulah, that we find in our paresha is “just like all [other] acts of Hashem’s salvation, that happen at the moment.” What he sees 
here is a touchstone of Jewish redemption. The example of Yosef’s swift exit serves for all others like it; that is, the great deliverances of our 
people. He quotes from several places, giving us a virtual tour of Tanach’s expressions for the geulah of Yisrael, both past and future. In each 
case we see an emphasis on “haste.” From Yeshayahu (56:1) we learn: “for my salvation is close [at hand] to come.” From the very familiar  
perek of Tehillim (81:14,15) (which we read on Thursdays): “If only my nation would listen to Me… at once I would subjugate their enemies.” 
Rav Kupperman explains that S’forno is undoubtedly telling us is that if Am Yisrael would only listen to Hashem’s commands, He would bring 
our salvation, instantly!  S’forno then refers us to the great Exodus from Mitzrayim. There, we know that we were “chased out of Egypt” 
(Shemos 12:39). For good measure he provides the words of Chazal who speak of the great speed which didn’t permit Am Yisrael to time for 
their dough to rise into bread (Haggadah Shel Pesach). Finally, S’forno takes us to the future geulah (redemption). He quotes a verse many of 
us, undoubtedly, overlook in its significance. In Malachi (3:1), the very last of our nevi’im says: “And suddenly He will come into His heichal, 
the Master who you [so eagerly] seek…” Rav Kupperman adds to S’forno’s comments the  perush of another great Rishon on Tanach, the 
Radak, in Sefer Malachi. Radak tells us that the final redemption of our people will, by definition, be sudden. Since Am Yisrael has no way of 
knowing the date of arrival of our long awaited goel tzeddek, Malachi is telling us that when the Moshiach does arrive it will be very swift, very 
sudden. (See, for instance, the words of the mal’ach to Daniel at the end of that sefer - chapter 12).  Radak also learns this way in a famous 
verse in Yeshayahu (60:2): .Radak learns that once the actual redemption begins it will not take long to complete. , 
when its time is here, , I (Hashem) will hurry it up. May we be worthy to see the kiyyum of all of these promises soon.


LESSONS FROM OUR GEDOLIM: A man once came before R’ Yisroel Salant, complaining of insomnia and bemoaning his inability to 
sleep.  “To the contrary!” exclaimed R’ Yisroel, “You are indeed a very fortunate man, for you are able to spend as much time as you like 
studying Torah, without fear of falling asleep...!”


A GIGANTIC LITTLE SECRET” … By Rabbi Yosef  Schwab
the unusual word  is missing an in the front, which is a to the “one” that was indeed missing: Yosef!


POINT OF INTEREST… By R’ Jerry Stoller
The name  has as its root “, which can be read , “8 – oil”, which is an allusion to the miracle of Chanukah.
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