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 HALACHA V’HALICHA… By Rav Chaim Schabes  
 Rav Itzele Valozhiner explains with a ?כה תברכו...יברכך Why is it not enough to write ?”אמור להם“ What is the meaning of the words - להם אמור
A person was being taken to jail, and his friend met him, and tells him: there is very little I can do for you to help you, so I extend to  .משל  
you my ברכה that Hashem should help you and get you out as soon as possible. The prisoner answered back and gave him a  and ,יישר כח 
continued on. After that the prisoner met another friend who was very influential and had many contacts in the judicial system, and he also 
gave him a ברכה that Hashem should help him.  To the latter, the prisoner answered back:  you are well connected and have lots of influence- 
you are able to do for me more than just give me a ברכה! So, too, one might have thought that since kohanim have a higher level of קדושה, 
maybe it should not be sufficient for them just to give ברכות the way the rest of כלל ישראל does - maybe they should give their own ברכה; that 
is why the פסוק says: אמור להם - they must say just this ברכה and add nothing of their own.
A kohain has as obligation to say birchas kohanim anytime he is called upon to do so; this may be either through the shaliach tzibur calling 
out “kohanim”, or another individual telling him to go up to say birchas kohanim, and if the kohain doesn’t, he will transgress the עשה of 
birchas kohanim, unless he has already said birchas kohanim that day (MB 128:10). This obligation only applies if the kohain is in Shul, and 
even if he was told before they started davening, he is obligated to go up.  If a kohain was told to do birchas kohanim outside of Eretz Yisrael 
on a day they would not normally say birchas kohanim, he will not transgress.  This is because birchas kohanim depends on a tzibbur and a 
minyan, and we follow the tzibbur-obligation (Mishne Halachos 8:15).  Nevertheless, a Yisrael should be careful not to tell a kohain to say 
birchas kohanim, and it would be preferable that the kohain walk out of Shul before רצה. Even if a kohain has a minhag not to say birchas 
kohanim on Shabbos, or if the  kohain is the  shliach tzibbur, and therefore would not have said  birchas kohanim, he is obligated to say 
birchas kohanim if he were asked to do so. The calling of “kohanim” must be by a non-kohain,  and if the  shliach tzibur is a  kohain, 
somebody else must be appointed to do so. The Zohar hakadosh writes that one is not allowed to separate their fingers the way kohanim do, 
because that causes the ten levels of judgment of the  unto himself; this applies to kohanim קללה to awaken against him, and causes  סטרא אחרא
as well at times when they are not saying birchas kohanim (quoted by Levush 12).  Rivevos Ephrayim (1:93) brings in the name of R’ Chayim 
Kanyevsky Shli”ta that this prohibition is only if one raises his hands, but without raising the hands, just to show the fingers separated as  
kohanim do  as  they  duchan,  there  is  no prohibition.  While  the  kohanim are  saying  birchas kohanim everyone must remain silent  and 
concentrate on the  b’racha (OC 128:26), and it is not even permitted to learn (Be’er Haitev 46) or  daven (Yosef Ometz 807), or answer 
kaddish or kedusha (Halichos Shlomo 10:4), nor to say Tehillim.  Needless to say, one is not allowed to talk, which is considered a mockery 
of  the b’racha, even if he already davened in a different minyan. When the kohanim turn around to duchen, they must do so toward their 
right side, and the same is true when they turn back; MB writes that the same applies to everyone when they turn around for בואי בשלום, that 
everyone should turn to the right both at the beginning and at the end.


THOUGHTS ON THE HAFTARA … By Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro (Shoftim 13:2-25)
This week’s haftara relates how Manoach and his wife were told of the birth of Shimshon. Several questions bother the mefarshim regarding 
our haftara. First of all, what was the ‘’ that they saw, an ‘angel’ or a navi? (Please note that I use the word ‘angel’ simply as a way to 
distinguish from a human being. The definition of a heavenly ‘’ is a  machlokes among Chazal and a discussion for perhaps another 
time!)  Why did the ‘’ appear to Manoach’s wife and not to him even the second time, when it was Manoach who prayed for the ‘’ 
to return? The Ralbag argues that it was a navi who visited Shimshon’s parents, because it is highly unusual for two people to experience the 
same nevu’a together. If so, why didn’t he want to eat from the korban that Manoach prepared? The Ralbag contends that the navi felt that by 
leaving them with the impression that he was an angel of sorts, it would further emphasize the importance of the rules he had given them. The 
Abarbanel, along with most other mefarshim, says that the ‘’ was indeed an angel sent from Hashem in order to emphasize the fact that 
Shimshon’s birth was a miracle from Hashem, and that when he grew older he himself should understand that and the importance of his 
mission. The Abarbanel gives two reasons why it was Manoach’s wife the angel visited. First, she was wiser and more able to comprehend the 
message as well as the messenger, as evidenced by the way she had to calm down Manoach after the angel disappeared in the flames. This in 
fact might be why Chazal (B’rachos 61a) call Manoach an ‘Am Ha’aretz’! Second, it is because it was specifically for her that the commands 
were relevant. It was she who had to refrain from wine and to ensure that her son was raised in the same way, as he grew older.


LESSONS FROM OUR GEDOLIM: R’ Yaakov Berlin, father of the Netziv, invested the dowry of his son-in-law, the Aruch HaShulchan, 
with a wealthy businessman in Slotzk. When he heard rumors that the man had suffered financial setbacks, he traveled to Slotzk to check on 
the status of his investment. Upon his return, the concerned family inquired what the businessman had reported. “I never spoke to him,” 
replied R’ Yaakov. “Upon my arrival in Slotzk I quickly discovered that the rumors were true, and that he’d lost all his money. Why should I  
cause him additional embarrassment by meeting him and asking him about the money? I left town immediately, and never saw him!”


FROM THE PEN OF RAV S.R. HIRSCH… By Rabbi Naftoly Katzenstein
The  of the  allude to the 3 main  in the .  In the first we ask to consecrate our material 
wealth,  which  needs  both   (a  blessing)  and (preservation).   This  alludes  to  the   which  represents  material  wealth. 
 represents the Light ( of Knowledge -  understanding and learning of ’s Torah.  This alludes to the , the light of the 
.  Then we must meld our gifts of wealth and spirituality together as represented by the  (the spiritual  and the physical 
).  R’ Hirsch urges us to use our gifts in the service of , and only for the service of . By doing so, we can ask  to direct His attention 
to us -  - and then we can become complete - .
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SHACHARIS  Sun 7:45, Mon-Fri 7:00;  MAARIV  Mon-Th 9:30;  MINCHA/MAARIV Sun –Th 8:14; next Fri 6:42/7:00/ 8:14 (candles 
7:00/7:15/8:11)

KNESSES NEWS
NEW SHIUR by the Rav, in Pirkei Avos, 5:45PM Shabbos afternoon in the Shul
MAZEL TOV! to the Rav and Rebbetzin Schabes on being honored at the upcoming Zichron Yaakov dinner – please show your support!
HAMAKOM YENACHEM to Mrs. Chani Mann on the petirah of her mother

COMMUNITY CORNER
PIRCHEI for boys 2:30-3:30PM  in the Shul
MIKVAH OF NEW HEMPSTEAD, 109 Brick Church, is open on Shabbos/Yom Tov, please call 669-0861
MINCHA at Tefilla L’Moshe, Sun. 1:30; S-Th 15m<shki’a;  1:30/5:00/”; MAARIV M-Th 40m>shki’a/9:45
DAILY SHACHARIS at Kehillat New Hempstead 6:00; SHACHARIS at Tefilla L’Moshe Sun. 7:30/8:30; M-Fri 6:25/7:00/7:30 
MINCHA at Zichron Yehuda (2 Kakiat Ln) Sun. 1:40/7:30; 6:00; MAARIV daily at 9:15PM; SHACHARIS Mo-Fr. 6:40; Sun. 6:30/7:30
TORAH TAPE LIBRARY – popular English speakers.  Call 426-3790x143 or e-mail to wieders@cch.com for catalog.
TO BE INCLUDED on our email distribution list and receive shul/community related news send an email to knesses_yisrael@yahoo.com
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS and any other inclusions to this publication please contact Moshe Orlian at: 364-0572, or morlian@verizon.net

ONGOING SHIURIM
Daf Yomi: 1 hour before Shacharis (R’ Adler)/ 9:45PM (R’ Becher) at Knesses Yisrael; 5:40AM at Zichron Yehuda (chabura)
Maseches Chullin (by R’ Apter) daily 1 hour before Shacharis; Ahavas Chesed (by Rabbi Schabes) Tues. 9:10PM, at Knesses Yisrael
Hilchos Shabbos chabura, Shabbos, after the early minyan; (by Rabbi Schabes) after the 2nd minyan
Navi Melachim for men, by Rabbi Shmuel Moeller, Sundays 8:30-9:15, at Tefilla L'Moshe
Minchas Chinuch Sun. 8:30PM by R’ Bronspigel at Zichron Yehuda
Maseches Brachos, Shabbos morning, half hour before Shacharis, by R’ Yehoshua Kohl at Kehillat New Hempstead
Maseches Pesachim, Sun. 9:15AM;  Basar B’Chalav, Wed. 8:45PM, by Rabbi Saperstein, at Cong. Ohaiv Shalom, 18 Bridle 
Ladies Shiurim: Shabbos 5PM, by Rabbi Hajioff, at Amdurer, 18 Brockton Rd.

Mondays 8:40 PM, Sefer Yehoshua, by Mrs. Aviva Orlian, at Levy, 29 Fessler
Wednesdays 10:45-11:45AM, Pareshas Hashavua, by Mrs. Sussi Brecher, at Lazar, 2 Tracey Ct. (corner of South Gate)

 

MECHOCHMAS HAS’FORNO… By Rabbi Shmuel Burstein
Regarding the Birkas Kohanim in parashas Naso Sforno builds what R’ Kuperman calls a “pyramid” for the sequence of the specific b’rachos, 
each building on the one before it. Like Rashi and Chazal, he understands  to refer to material wealth; but he adds , 
hinting at what is to follow: what a man requires first, his most basic need, is that his material needs be met. Moving to  , Sforno again 
follows the lead of the Midrash, connecting it with the study of Torah: we ask that Hashem open our eyes . Thereby, we discover the 
wonders which emanate from His Torah, as well as (adds the Sforno) from His actions / activities (on earth).” One can grow to love Hashem 
(a) by learning and attaining ever deeper understanding of the Torah; or (b) by learning to appreciate how Hashem works His many wonders in 
the world around us. Both help a person to be brought closer to Hashem, but only after one’s mind has been relaxed from financial worry is he 
intellectually available for the depth which Torah study requires, and for an appreciation of Hashem’s marvelous activities on earth. Finally, in 
his remarks on the last pasuk, , he advances an interpretation not seen elsewhere: this refers to one’s reward in Olam HaBa. After man has 
contemplated Hashem’s Torah and His wonders / activities on earth, through the use of his relaxed mind, he can truly hope to achieve his 
proper .  Indeed,  the Sforno quotes the famous Gemara about the reward of the righteous:  .  He has 
earned it through his learning of Torah and also by drawing ever closer, loving G-d, by seeing evidence of His Creator within the context of 
life, as we know it, on earth. The pyramid is now nearly complete. What remains in the elegant construct is the b’racha of “”. Sforno 
understands this to be related more to the concept of “”, perfection, than to any actual outer blessing of “peace”. Reward enjoyed by 
tzaddikim in Olam Habah is unalloyed with any tinge of  whatsoever. Tzaddikim drew themselves closer to Hashem during their lifetime 
through Torah and Ahavas Hashem.  Hence, their reward, their “”, appropriately awaits them.


A GIGANTIC LITTLE SECRET” … By Rabbi Yosef Schwab
Our paresha is the longest in the Torah at 176 pesukim, and interestingly, the longest maseches is Bava Basra with 176 blatt, and the longest 
perek in  (Tehillim 119) is 176 pesukim as well.  The significance of 176 is that it is 22 x 8, where 22 corresponds to the letters of the alef-
bais and 8 signifies something which is .  This signifies that all components of the Torah are essentially beyond .


ON LANGUAGE… By R’ Moshe Orlian
In this paresha we find a clear example of how a mappik- can change the meaning of a word. Perek 5 passuk 24 begins 
, while passuk 27 begins .  In the first passuk, the word  does not end with a mappik- while 
in passuk 27 it does. As we have explained, the mappik- denotes “her”. Thus, in the latter case, itself means “he will give her to drink” 
and the word is not mentioned at all.  In the first passuk, without the mappik, simply means “he will give to drink”, and the passuk 
continues, . The mappik is pronounced by more heavily aspirating the  in which it appears, and should be done here to differentiate 
between the meanings of these two words.
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