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HALACHA V’HALICHA… By Rav Chaim Schabes  
Last year at this time, we were preparing to move into our new building. We then took the opportunity to thank the רב''שע for allowing us to 
reach that point, and we expressed our gratitude to the building committee and the presidents and boards; now, a year later, we are able to 
double our הכרת הטוב, with the benefit of hind sight and the knowledge that if we would not have moved last ראש השנה, it would probably have 
been impossible to accomplish this during these difficult financial times.  Last year we marked the occasion by reminding ourselves of some 
of the basic guidelines of our שול, and it is of great benefit to revisit them periodically, so I would like to offer a חזרה.  
We are not allowed to talk from the start of Baruch She’amar until after  chazara hasha”tz, and on days that there is Tachanun, until after 
nefilas apayim (this is the halacha, not just a suggestion or a preferable behavior). The same holds true about the prohibition of talking during 
Kaddish, as well as during kri’as hatorah, which includes not talking between aliyos, and even speaking words of Torah is not permitted. 
Everyone, and especially the ba’alei tefilla and ba’al korei, should be careful to properly pronounce the name of Hashem, not “adeenoy” nor 
“adenoy”, neither of which is the name of Hashem; rather it must be said with a cholam, each person according to their mesorah.  The sha”tz 
must wear a jacket and cover his head with a hat, or else cover his arms and head with a tallis. The sha”tz should say out loud the b’racha of 
Yotzer Or and the beginning of Hameir La’aretz, and the b’racha of Ga’al Yisrael at the end of  should also be said out 
loud, as well as the complete Magen Avos on Friday night.  The pronunciation is to be ashkenaz for the sha”tz and ba’al korei.  The nusach 
is the standard nusach ashkenaz, and no private amendments not included in the standard nusach ashkenaz should be included (or excluded) 
by the ba’alei tefilla. If someone does not personally say Baruch Hashem L’Olam, he should nevertheless say it as a ba’al tefilla.  The same 
is true for people saying Kaddish, who must also follow the standard  nusach ashkenaz and not omit  (GR”A), or add , or 
anything similar. Other standardized minhagim in line with the basic structure of our Shul are: all ba’alei tefilla should wear a tallis for all the 
tefillos, including Ma’ariv. The same should be with all people who receive an  aliyah, even during Mincha on Shabbos, as well as for 
hotza’ah and hachnasa of the Sefer Torah.  We have a mix of those who wear t’fillin on Chol Hamo’ed and those who don’t.  Since there is a 
strong machlokes between the Poskim as to whether it is acceptable or not for everyone to daven together in the same room,  we will continue 
with the minhag that the ba’al tefilla for Shacharis, as well as all the people in the men’s section, will be wearing t’fillin, while those of us 
who don’t wear t’fillin will daven in the ezras nashim until after Kedusha (even on the first day of Chol Hamo’ed Pesach).
I hope and pray to Hashem that this year should be a good and sweet one for all of us, as well as for the whole of K'lal Yisrael, both in Eretz 
Yisrael as well as all over the world, and we elevate our t'fillos to Hashem that the final ge'ula should take place this coming year, with the 
coming of !


THOUGHTS ON THE HAFTARA … By Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro (Y’shayahu 61:10-63:9)
This week we read the final haftara (Yeshayahu 61:10-63:9) of the . The navi has thus far described many great things that will 
happen in the time of the Mashiach: the transformation of Eretz Yisrael from a desolate land to one filled with beauty and abundance, the  
rejuvenation of Yerushalayim, once again filled with people, the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash to beyond its original glory, and finally 
the return to Eretz Yisrael of all the Jews from the long exile! Only one thing is needed to complete the geulah, and that is the return of 
Hashem Himself to His people! Yalkut Shimoni (Yishayahu 50:5) relates the following parable: a king, his son and son-in-law all travel to a 
distant land, leaving the queen behind. When told that her son has returned she replies, “This will gladden my daughter-in-law!” When her 
son-in-law returns she says, “Now my daughter will be happy!” When she is finally informed that her king has returned she can finally say “I 
am happy!!” This explains the double language of happiness with which we begin the haftara:  .  The Abarbanel 
explains that there will be 2 levels of happiness. The first is the happiness that through Hashem’s mercy we are finally free from the galus. 
But there is also the purely spiritual joy that focuses on the effect that Hashem’s return to us has on our neshama! While there will certainly 
be happiness for the physical end to our galus, as with the queen in the parable, our true happiness will be felt when ourKing returns to us!


ON LANGUAGE … By R’ Moshe Orlian
All of Bnei Yisrael are standing before HaShem, says Moshe Rabbenu (D’varim 29:11) .  What begs discussion is the 
word , specifically the function of the final-.  Rashi, echoed by Ibn Ezra, says  means "", and not "".  Thus, 
the  means  (a subject), and not  (an object).  The meaning of the entire word  is “for you to pass [into the covenant]”, with 
“you”, Bnai Yisrael, as the subject.  It does not mean “for you to be passed”.  As a side point, the Ibn Ezra notes that there is a 180-degree 
difference between  (with a prefix-) and simply .  means to enter a covenant, while means 
exactly the opposite – to violate an agreement.


EDITOR’S NOTE: As I have now completed a 3rd year of compiling this newsletter, I would like to express my hakaras hatov to the Rav, 
for providing fresh material weekly, and to Yossi Kunstlinger for assisting each week in the publication logistics.  Special thanks to Jerry 
Stoller for handling the distribution.  I would also like to ask mechila if I in any way offended anyone by something I wrote, or didn’t write.
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SELICHOS : drasha 12:25AM, selichos 12:45AM; Mon-Thurs 6:35AM; Fri 5:50AM
SHACHARIS Sun 7:45, Mon-Fri 7:00; MAARIV Mon-Th 9:30; MINCHA/MAARIV Sun–Thur 6:49; next Fri 6:46 (candles 6:43)

KNESSES NEWS

COMMUNITY CORNER
MIKVAH OF NEW HEMPSTEAD, 109 Brick Church, is open on Shabbos/Yom Tov, please call 669-0861
MINCHA at Tefilla L’Moshe, Sun. 1:30; S-Th 15m<shki’a;  1:30/5:00/”; MAARIV M-Th 40m>shki’a/9:45
DAILY SHACHARIS at Kehillat New Hempstead 6:00; SHACHARIS at Tefilla L’Moshe Sun. 7:30/8:30; M-Fri 6:25/7:00/7:30 
MINCHA at  Zichron Yehuda (2 Kakiat Ln) Sun. 1:40;Su-Th 7:30; 6:00;  MAARIV daily at 9:15PM;  SHACHARIS Mo-Fr. 6:40/7:45; 
Sun. 6:30/7:30/8:15                                             NEW MA’ARIV at KNH, Mon-Thurs 8:30PM
TORAH TAPE LIBRARY – popular English speakers.  Call 426-3790x143 or e-mail to wieders@cch.com for catalog.
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS and any other inclusions to this publication please contact Moshe Orlian at: 364-0572, or morlian@verizon.net
TO BE INCLUDED on our email distribution list and receive shul/community related news send an email to knesses_yisrael@yahoo.com

ONGOING SHIURIM
Daf Yomi: 1 hour before Shacharis (R’ Adler)/ 9:45PM (R’ Becher) at Knesses Yisrael
Maseches Chullin (by R’ Apter) daily 1 hour before Shacharis; Ahavas Chesed (by Rabbi Schabes) Tues. 9:10PM, at Knesses Yisrael
Hilchos Shabbos chabura, Shabbos, after the early minyan; (by Rabbi Schabes) after the 2nd minyan;  5:45PM
Navi Melachim for men, by Rabbi Shmuel Moeller, Sundays 8:30-9:15, at Tefilla L'Moshe
Minchas Chinuch Sun. 8:30PM by R’ Bronspigel at Zichron Yehuda
Maseches Brachos, Shabbos afternoon, 45 minutes before Mincha, at Kehillat New Hempstead
Maseches Pesachim, Sun. 9:15AM;  Basar B’Chalav, Wed. 8:45PM, by Rabbi Saperstein, at Cong. Ohaiv Shalom, 18 Bridle 
Ladies Shiurim: Shabbos 5PM, Rabbi Zezi Abish, at Lehmann, 76 South Gate Dr.

Mondays 8:40 PM, Sefer Shoftim (new series), by Mrs. Aviva Orlian, at Levy, 29 Fessler, will resume September 14
Wednesdays 10:45-11:45AM, Pareshas Hashavua, by Mrs. Sussi Brecher, at Lazar, 2 Tracey Ct. (corner of South Gate)

 

MECHOCHMAS HAS’FORNO … By Rabbi Shmuel Burstein
The Torah tells us in this week’s  paresha (30:1,2) that the Jewish people will ultimately do a sincere Teshuva. According to S’forno (as 
understood by Rav Kupperman), during “the end of days” Yisroel will also undergo a process leading to the sincere Teshuva described in the 
Torah. leads to . S’forno’s perush here is, like so often the case, singular. Teshuva ought to begin with a 
cerebral, intellectual approach. A person must consider the polar, moral opposites in any given nisayon situation, and consider them deeply in 
his mind. We are naturally used to seeing things “our way.” Teshuva obligates us to consider another point of view, the alternative view, which 
can affect our bechira. Then, says S’forno, a person can discern between “the and the , and understand just how far he has distanced 
himself from God...” Take, for example, stealing. A person sees something beautiful that he really has always wanted. He (his yetzer hara) 
immediately begins rationalizing why it is really “permitted” for him to take it. It reaches the point where he can no longer understand why 
anyone would even object. At this point he needs to objectively ask himself what rational reason there could be for one to object to his taking 
it.  Only now can a true  bechira kick in.  Rav Kupperman explains that  according to this  p’shat,  rather  than looking at  true Teshuva as 
something motivated, begun by “feeling” (bad/sorry), it begins by “understanding” the wrong one has done.  An honest look at the two sides 
will bring a person to Hashem. brings to . It is worth pointing out that the Rishonim frequently understand “” to 
mean “mind,” as well as / instead of “heart”. He understands that this is the “purest” Teshuva that Chazal say helps a person reach ad kisei  
hakavod. Unlike those of us who are motivated by “fear” of punishment, or other such factors, this form of Teshuva stems from a person’s 
intellect, an understanding of just how wrong he was in his actions. May we all be zocheh to a true and meaningful Teshuva, which will lift us 
and our loved ones to the kisei hakavod.

 

“A GIGANTIC LITTLE SECRET” … By Rabbi Yosef  Schwab
: the first letters of these words spell out , whereas the last letters spell out Hashem’s name.  This is to teach us that to 
reach the , the heights of Torah, one must first perform a “” to remove the spiritual impediments that stand in the way.


LESSONS FROM OUR GEDOLIM:  During the Yom Kippur War, Rav Chaim Shmulevitz, the Rosh Hayeshiva of Mir, instructed the 
bochurim to keep their search for arba’ah minim to the barest minimum. Rav Chaim stressed that at a time of danger to Klal Yisroel, the place 
for yeshiva bochurim is in the beis medrash. Rav Chaim offered another reason for this, besides the protectiveness of Torah. He asked the 
bochurim to imagine the feelings of a parent with a son of the same age, on the front lines, when they see a yeshiva bochur inspecting lulavim 
and esrogim, without a care in the world.  Even “l’shem shamayim” must be tempered by empathy towards others…
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