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HALACHA V’HALICHA… By Rav Chaim Schabes  
The Ramban writes that the reason why the Torah prohibits us to eat different animals, birds and fish is because they are unhealthy to the 
body; the Abarbanel asks, is the Torah a medical book which teaches us what is healthy and what not? And therefore he explains that the 
reason is because of the negative effect they have on a person’s neshamah. However, it is said in the name of Rav Chayim, that what the 
Ramban means is, that after the Torah writes their prohibition, only then do they become harmful to one’s health, and not the opposite. Based 
on this principle it is said in the name of the Brisker Rav, that on a person who is permitted to eat these foods because of health reasons, they 
will not  affect  in a negative way neither  to his physical  health, nor will they cause  timtum halev,  spiritual  blockage, because only the 
prohibition causes these results (others disagree on this principle, like t’shuvas chassam sofer, etc.)
The b'racha and s'fira of the Omer must be said while standing, as for all birchos hamitzvah. Since according to most Rishonim every day is 
an independent mitzvah, one should try to daven ma’ariv and count the Omer as early as possible, to be mekayem the halacha of “t’mimos”; 
nevertheless, if one has a minyan kavua at a later time, one should not count the Omer by himself earlier (IG”M 4:29, Minchas Yitzchok 
9:56,  etc.)  for  three reasons:  1) ושאינו תדיר, תדיר קודם  the most frequent תדיר   mitzvah has priority;  2) וברוב עם  the בציבור   Omer should 
preferably be counted with the multitudes; 3) since it is common to forget to count, it should be made part of the order of davening.  One 
should be careful, in the event that he didn't count yet, and is asked "how many days do we count tonight? ", that he should not say the 
number of that night, because he would not be permitted to count with a b'racha after that. However, if he did respond with the number of the 
day, and it is after the 7th day, since he has to mention the weeks, he could still count with a b'racha. If one only counted weeks, and not the 
days, he was not yotzeh (didn't fulfill his obligation), even if it was the 7th, 14th, 21st, etc. and must count with a b'racha. If one counted only 
days and not weeks, he should count again without a b'racha.  If someone forgot to count one of the days altogether, he continues counting 
without a b'racha, and it is preferable to ask someone to be motzie him with the b'racha.  If someone is not sure if he counted one day, he is 
allowed to continue counting with a b'racha. Those who are more meticulous don't count until after  tzais hakochavim, and if one counted 
during bain hashemashos, it is better to count again after it is definitely night, but obviously without a b'racha. If one normally waits to count 
later, and is in a minyan that is counting earlier, he could count without a b'racha with them, lest he forget to count altogether, and make a 
condition that if he remembers later to count, he will not be yotzeh with the earlier counting, and he thus could count later with a b'racha. If 
one forgot to count during the night, he could count during the day without a b'racha, and then continue counting the rest of the nights with a 
b'racha. If one doesn't understand Hebrew, he should count in English. One should be certain before he makes the b'racha which day it is 
that he will be counting. If one counted the wrong number, and reminded himself immediately, he can correct himself without repeating the 
b'racha; otherwise, he should repeat the b'racha and count the right number. There are different customs regarding whether women should 
count with or without a b'racha, but according to halacha, although they are not obligated, they may count with a b'racha and should try to 
make sure not to forget, and count all the days. Children should also be trained to count, and helped by being reminded to do so every night 
(or day).


THOUGHTS ON THE HAFTARA … By Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro (Shmeul II 6:1-7:17)
David Hamelech’s fondest wish was to build a Bais Hamikdash for Hashem, and even during times of great personal danger the thought was 
never far from his mind. For example, the last time David and Shmuel Hanavi met, which was while David was running from Shaul, they 
stayed up all night learning together, focused on determining the exact location where the Bais Hamikdash should be built. Finally, after 
Shaul died and he finally found himself free from both internal and external strife, David told Nasan Hanavi that he wished to build a Bais 
Hamikdash. We find in our haftara that Nasan initially agrees and gives David his blessing, but that very night Hashem appears to Nasan 
and through him tells David in no uncertain terms that he cannot be the one to build the Bais Hamikdash. The Mefarshim ask several 
questions: First of all, David’s request was quite reasonable and seemingly l’shem shamayim; why was he denied this request? Second, if 
Hashem was so adamantly against David’s idea, why did Nasan initially agree with him? There are two criteria that must be met before the 
Bais Hamikdash could be built: 1) there must be a legitimate king leading the Jewish people and 2) there must be complete peace. David  
found himself sitting in a beautiful palace in Yerushalayim after quelling a rebellion led by Avner and Ish Boshess and also soundly 
defeating the P’lishtim and now believed that these 2 requirements had been met. For all intents and purposes David  was correct,  and 
Nasan, knowing that David himself was a prophet, could find no fault with his logic. But that very night, before David could even begin to 
put his plan into action, Hashem appeared to Nasan and explained that while David’s intentions were pure and he seemed to have a strong 
argument, the time was not right! There were still battles for David to fight and there was still another rebellion to put down. But David was 
not to be faulted for his intentions and Hashem promised him that he would ultimately see the peace he so desired; and while he personally 
would not build the Bais Hamikdash, he would merit to have a son who would.
 
ON LANGUAGE… By R’ Moshe Orlian
In describing kosher grasshoppers the Torah says  (Vayikra 11:21).  The word represents an interesting case of a kri and 
kesiv, in which the reading normally is different than what is written.  Here, however, the  kesiv is  while the  kri is  , which are both 
pronounced exactly the same, even though indeed the words are different!  The only practical difference would be in the mind of the reader, 
and this would impact the very meaning as well, since  implies that the kosher grasshopper does possess , while  implies it does not. 
Ibn Ezra adds that the purpose of this double word is to teach us that even if it does not have  now (), but will have () later, the 
species is kosher.
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ROSH CHODESH Wed-Thur Shacharis 6:50    
SHACHARIS Sun 7:45, Mon-Fri 7:00; MAARIV Mon-Th 9:30; MINCHA/MAARIV Sun-Th 7:19, next Fri. 6:01/7:24 (candles 6:24/7:19)

KNESSES NEWS
MAZEL TOV! to Rav and Rebbetzin Schabes on the forthcoming marriage of their son Tzvi to Estie Goldstein
THANK YOU to all those who made the Matza Campaign for soldiers the great success it was!

COMMUNITY CORNER
PIRCHEI  in the Shul 2:30-3:30
STARTING FRIDAY Mincha/Kabbalas Shabbos at Zichron Yehuda 18 minutes before plag each Friday
MIKVAH OF NEW HEMPSTEAD, 109 Brick Church, is open on Shabbos/Yom Tov, please call 669-0861
MINCHA at Tefilla L’Moshe, Sun. 1:30; S-Th 15m<shki’a;  1:30/”; MAARIV M-Th 40m>shki’a/8:15/9:45
DAILY SHACHARIS at Kehillat New Hempstead 6:00; SHACHARIS at Tefilla L’Moshe Sun. 7:30/8:30; M-Fri 6:25/7:00/7:30 
MINCHA at Zichron Yehuda (2 Kakiat Ln) Sun. 1:40/6:30; MAARIV daily 8:00/9:15PM; SHACHARIS Mo-Fr. 6:40; Sun. 6:30/7:30    Bain 

Hazemanim times: SHACHARIS Sun 8:30; M-Th 8:15; MINCHA daily 6:30PM; MA’ARIV at KNH, Mon-Thurs 8:30PM
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS and any other inclusions to this publication please contact Moshe Orlian at: 364-0572, or morlian@verizon.net
TO BE INCLUDED on our email distribution list and receive shul/community related news send an email to knesses_yisrael@yahoo.com

ONGOING SHIURIM
Daf Yomi: 1 hour before Shacharis (R’ Adler)/ 9:45PM (R’ Becher) at Knesses Yisrael
Maseches Chullin (by R’ Apter) daily 1 hour before Shacharis; Ahavas Chesed (by Rabbi Schabes) Tues. 9:10PM, at Knesses Yisrael
Hilchos Shabbos chabura, Shabbos, after the early minyan; (by Rabbi Schabes) after the 2nd minyan
Navi Melachim for men, by Rabbi Shmuel Moeller, Sundays 8:30-9:15, at Tefilla L'Moshe
Minchas Chinuch Sun. 8:30PM by R’ Bronspigel at Zichron Yehuda
Gemara Shiur, Shabbos, 7:50 AM, at KNH; Mishna Berura, Rabbi Kerner, Mon. 7:50PM; Inyanei Tefilla, Rabbi Staum, Wed. 8:50PM
Maseches Sukkah, Sun. 9:15AM; Basar B’Chalav, Thu. 8:45PM, by R’ Saperstein; Daf Yomi 8:30PM; at Ohaiv Shalom, 18 Bridle 
Ladies Shiurim: Shabbos – will resume after Pesach

Mondays 8:40 PM, Sefer Shoftim (new series), by Mrs. Aviva Orlian, at Levy, 29 Fessler
Wednesdays 10:45-11:45AM, Pareshas Hashavua, by Mrs. Sussi Brecher, at Lazar, 2 Tracey Ct. (corner of South Gate)



MECHOCHMAS HAS’FORNO… By Rabbi Shmuel Burstein
The loss of a child r”l is a tragedy so terrible that to even contemplate it is too painful. Yet, this is an experience that Aharon HaKohen was 
forced to deal with, twice, in our paresha. Two of his holy sons, raised for the kehuna, were torn from him at once. This ripping out of sacred 
life took place just moments after the glory of Hashem was revealed before the eyes of Am Yisrael, in the Mishkan. The Torah gives testimony 
to Aharon’s almost unbelievable response:  (Aharon was silent). S’forno has a few choice words to add about this awesome moment 
in Jewish history. He says: “Aharon was comforted by the Kiddush Hashem [that was affected] by their deaths.” There is a subtle nuance here, 
which makes the message profound. S’forno learns that this “silence” on the part of Aharon was a response to something  positive  that he 
perceived.  Something objective happened that  allowed Aharon to  calm his natural  emotions.  Rav Kupperman points  out  that  there is  a 
difference in Lashon HaKodesh between  and . Both seem, at first glance, to mean the same thing: “quiet.” However, had the Torah 
used the verb  for Aharon’s reaction, this would have indicated that Aharon refrained from an otherwise paternal response. He held back 
the natural wail or scream of anguish. This is, in fact, the way this verse is usually understood. That is: despite the agonizing loss he endured,  
Aharon was quiet. He said nothing. This is, in and of itself, deeply humbling, and would have us understand Hashem’s reward to Aharon (the 
awesome privilege of receiving a new mitzvah) on account of his refraining from something horrible that happened to him. Aharon accepted 
the severe Divine judgment in silence. But S’forno has introduced a very different message here. Use of the root  teaches us that Hashem 
rewarded Aharon not for something he didn’t do, but, rather, for something he did do. Aharon experienced a sensation of calm, of genuine 
comfort. Aharon genuinely believed that the tragedy of his sons’ deaths spawned something very profound, even positive. Large numbers of 
people, the Am Hashem, were brought to a greater understanding of Hashem’s awesomeness. Uniquely, the holiness of Aharon’s character was 
revealed. This “double-death” actually ended up causing him real comfort. Not, God forbid, in a macabre way, due to any lack of parental  
sensitivity. Aharon deeply loved his sons. He missed his sons. Indeed, had this not been the case Aharon would not have been worthy of 
reward; rather,  of rebuke and punishment. Nevertheless, even in the midst of this agonizing moment in his life, Aharon was able to find 
comfort knowing that Hashem was glorified; and that his sons were the agents who exposed this glory to Hashem’s nation.


A GIGANTIC LITTLE SECRET” … By Rabbi Yosef  Schwab
This final  pasuk of the  paresha, which warns us about the distinction between kosher and non-kosher 
animals, both begins and ends with a .   In gematria, this adds up to 60, which is a remez to the fact that non-kosher is batel (nullified) in the 
ratio of one out of 60.
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