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 HALACHA V’HALICHA… By Rav Chaim Schabes  
If a person removes any סימני טומאה from his body, although he successfully removed the טומאה, he was nevertheless עובר (transgressed) the 
prohibition of ,חמור Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein ZT”L points out that we can learn from here how  .השמר בנגע הצרעת   strict, the Torah 
prohibition is; a מצורע has to be locked out of the city, separated from his family and friends, completely lonely, and all this is coupled with 
the intense suffering from the leprosy, and he has an apparent very easy solution to his problem: just remove the signs of impurity, and he will 
immediately become pure! This then is his test - will he withstand the enticement and choose the awesome loneliness for an unknown period 
of time, possibly all his life, rather than transgress a Torah prohibition? All the suffering of the צרעת and accompanying loneliness cannot be 
compared with the effects of being עובר an איסור.
With the late blooming of the trees this year (probably as a result of global warming?), although there are some opinions that one should not 
say birchas ha’ilanos other than during the month of Nissan, as it could be inferred from the text of the gemarah  (B’rachos 43a) היוצא בימי 
 when one goes out during the days of Nissan and sees trees that are blooming”, nevertheless, the great majority of“ ניסן וראה אילנות מלבלבין
poskim write that the gemarah mentions this not as a condition, rather as a common occurrence, and one could say birchas ha’ilanos either 
earlier or later than that. Some opinions hold that preferably, one should try to say it during Nissan, but if he was not able to do so, he may 
still say it later (Yehave Daat 1:1). The minhag in Eretz Ysrael is not to say the b’racha with Hashem’s name after Nissan; however, outside 
of Eretz Yisrael we do say the complete b’racha with Hashem’s name. In the southern hemisphere, where spring is in September, the b’racha 
over the blooming of the trees is said then (Har Tzvi 1:118, Minchas Yitzchak 10:16). Since birchas ha’ilanos is said only once a year, if one 
said the b’racha in the northern hemisphere in April, and then travels south and sees again the blooming of the trees during October, he does 
not repeat the b’racha (ibid), unlike shehecheyanu, which could be said more than once a year, even for the same fruit, if it is a different crop, 
and is otherwise not accessible. Although formerly the multitudes were not as careful in reciting the  birchas ha’ilanos, the more learned 
people and yir’ai Hashem were always very meticulous in saying this b’racha (Aruch Hashulchan 226:2). The b’racha is said specifically at 
the time of the blooming of the flowers that produce fruits in edible fruit bearing trees, and seeing the buds is not enough. One may say the 
b’racha at night if the trees are properly lighted (Tzitz Eliezer 12:20), and although some write not to say this  b’racha on  Shabbos, it is 
permitted according to halacha to say on Shabbos, and if it will be difficult to say it during the week, one should say the b’racha on Shabbos. 
If one didn’t see the new trees until the flowers fell off, he may still say the b’racha, as long as the fruit is not fully grown.  However, if one 
saw the trees blooming, and did not say the b’racha the first time he saw them, he may only say the b’racha as long as the flowers are still on 
the tree (MB 226:4). According to the mekubalim, the b’racha is said specifically during Nissan, outside the city, in a field that has many 
trees (minimally two blooming trees), and preferably with a minyan of men.  They say a לשם יחוד before saying the b’racha, and after saying 
the b’racha they give three coins to tzedaka for the souls that have become gilgulim in trees, etc. However, as we saw, according to halacha 
these are not required, and although it is better to have all conditions met, nevertheless one should say the b’racha as long as according to 
halacha it is permitted.


THOUGHTS ON THE HAFTARA … By Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro (Melachim II 7:3-20)
Our Haftara loosely picks up where the Haftara of Parshas Tazria ends. Elisha cures the  tzara’as of Na’aman, the general of the army of 
Aram, and refuses to accept any payment for his efforts. Geichazi, Elisha’s servant, tricks Na’aman into giving him part of the reward he 
intended to give to Elisha. For his actions, Elisha curses Geichazi and his progeny with “Na,aman’s tzara’as”. In fact, the Gamara (Sota 47a) 
relates that this was not an isolated sin of Geichazi, and that he was guilty of many other transgressions including practicing and promoting 
Avoda Zara! The Haftara opens at a time when Shomron is in the throes of a great famine and under siege by the army of Aram. Elisha 
prophesizes to the king of Israel that by the next day food will be so plentiful that the prices will be at historical lows! That evening, 4  
Metzora’im who are outside the city walls, as the Halacha requires, decide that it would be better to try getting food from the enemy than to 
die of starvation. They discover that the entire army of Aram had fled, due to Hashem’s miracle, and left behind enormous stores of food.  
After filling themselves, they decide that they must let the people of the city know immediately and not wait until the morning, otherwise they 
will be “guilty of sin”. Who were these people and what were they worried about? The Yerushalmi (Sanhedrin 10:2) relates that these four 
people were none other than Geichazi and his sons! Rashi explains that they were simply afraid that if it were ever discovered that they didn’t 
tell the authorities about the food, they would be punished severely by the king. In fact, Malbim explains that that they were in a quandary. If  
they didn’t go immediately and waited until the middle of the night, it would not be believed that they attempted entering the enemy camp 
alone and unarmed at such a late hour. So, they would be forced to wait until morning to offer a more plausible story. In fact, the Malbim 
continues, what they were worried about was not that the king would punish them, but rather that if they waited that long people would very 
likely die overnight of starvation! They did not want that sin added on to all of the other sins they had committed.


ON LANGUAGE… By R’ Moshe Orlian
After  completing  the  esoteric  laws  of  this  week’s  parshiyos,  the  Torah  summarizes  by  admonishing  (Vayikra15:31) 
.  The  mefarshim universally explain   as from the root  , “to separate”.  The word   is a familiar 
example, and elsewhere we find  (Vayikra 22:2) also connoting separation.  In the word , the first root-letter, the 
, drops out, and is replaced by the dagesh in the .  The Ibn Ezra, however, interestingly, quotes “Yesh Omrim” who suggest that  is 
from the root , “to warn”.  He rejects this interpretation, though, because it would mean that the middle root-letter, the , has dropped out 
(between the and the ), and Ibn Ezra maintains that a root- can only drop out when it is the last root-letter, and not the middle one.
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SHACHARIS Sun 7:45, Mon-Fri 7:00; MAARIV Mon-Th 9:30; MINCHA/MAARIV Sun –Th 7:35; next Fri. 6:13/7:38 (candles 6:31/7:35)
KNESSES NEWS

MAZEL TOV! to Mr. and Mrs. Asher Jacobs on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Meir
MAZEL TOV! to Mr. and Mrs. Baruch and Cindy Mytelka on the birth of a grandson

COMMUNITY CORNER
PIRCHEI for boys will resume next week
SHABBOS SHIUR for women returns this week (see details below)!
MIKVAH OF NEW HEMPSTEAD, 109 Brick Church, is open on Shabbos/Yom Tov, please call 669-0861
MINCHA at Tefilla L’Moshe, M-Th 4PM; Sun. 1:30/15m<shki’a;  1:30/3:00/”; MAARIV Sun. 40m>shki’a; M-Th  8:15/9:45
DAILY SHACHARIS at Kehillat New Hempstead 6:00; SHACHARIS at Tefilla L’Moshe Sun. 7:30/8:30 
MINCHA at Zichron Yehuda (2 Kakiat Ln) Sun. 1:40/6:30; 6:00; MAARIV daily at 9:15PM; SHACHARIS Mo-Fr. 6:40; Sun. 6:30/7:30
TORAH TAPE LIBRARY – popular English speakers.  Call 426-3790x143 or e-mail to wieders@cch.com for catalog.
TO BE INCLUDED on our email distribution list and receive shul/community related news send an email to knesses_yisrael@yahoo.com
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS and any other inclusions to this publication please contact Moshe Orlian at: 364-0572, or morlian@verizon.net

ONGOING SHIURIM
Daf Yomi: 1 hour before Shacharis (R’ Adler)/ 9:45PM (R’ Becher) at Knesses Yisrael; 5:40AM at Zichron Yehuda (chabura)
Maseches Chullin (by R’ Apter) daily 1 hour before Shacharis; Ahavas Chesed (by Rabbi Schabes) Tues. 9:10PM, at Knesses Yisrael
Hilchos Shabbos chabura, Shabbos, after the early minyan 
Navi Melachim for men, by Rabbi Shmuel Moeller, Sundays 8:30-9:15, at Tefilla L'Moshe
Minchas Chinuch Sun. 8:30PM by R’ Bronspigel at Zichron Yehuda
Maseches Brachos, Shabbos morning, half hour before Shacharis, by R’ Yehoshua Kohl at Kehillat New Hempstead
Ladies Shiur: Shabbos 5PM, by Rabbi Yosef Schwab, at Schwab, 1 Brockton

Mondays 8:40 PM, Sefer Yehoshua, by Mrs. Aviva Orlian, at Levy, 29 Fessler
Wednesdays 10:45-11:45AM, Pareshas Hashavua, by Mrs. Sussi Brecher, at Lazar, 2 Tracey Ct. (corner of South Gate)

 

MECHOCHMAS HAS’FORNO … By Rabbi Shmuel Burstein 
Who received the  nega tzara’as? What was the intended purpose of sending such discolorations? Rambam in Hilchos Tum’as Tzara’as 
(16:10) teaches us that the blemishes which afflicted garments and houses were intended to be “a sign and wonder for Yisrael” in order to keep 
us far away from the horrible sin of Lashon Hara. The changes that the garment or house underwent is in no way connected to anything natural, 
in the natural order of the world. These are Heavenly signs, not something that happens through the laws of physics or biology. S’forno (13: 
47,48) takes this idea further, building on the foundation of Rambam (though not quoting him). He learns that the  nega’im that afflict the 
clothing of a Yisrael (and Yisrael only, according to him) are brought to “awaken” the specific, individual Jew who receives them. It is these 
people  only, says S’forno, who are privileged to be under the direct  hashgacha, the singular guidance, of the Almighty. All other people, 
including the majority of the Jewish people not receiving nega’im, are not subject to personal hashgacha; rather only to the general guidance 
of Hashem, which He displays to the [human] species, as a whole (his words: ). This outbreak 
of discoloration (the  nega) on the garment or house occurs to  yechiday segula only. It  is they, S’forno says, who succeed in fulfilling the 
intention of the Creator’s master plan,  .  Then S’forno adds another caveat, which ratchets up the bar of 
qualification even higher. Even these very worthy people will not receive their Heavenly wake-up call (the tzara’as) to adhere to Hashem’s 
ratzon, unless their generation is worthy as a whole, come what may of the personal zechuyos of the yechiday segula. In fact, S’forno explains 
an enigmatic Gemara (Sanhedrin 71a) using this line of thinking. There is an opinion in the Gemara that nega’im on homes never happened, 
nor will they ever happen. S’forno learns that the reason for this pessimistic opinion is rooted in a historical reality. For so many generations 
the Jewish people did not have enough merit, as we ought to. Hence, according to this opinion, there was not even a  (a glimmer 
of a memory) in the collective memory of Am Yisrael of such a nega tzara’as ever happening. The larger portion of the nation simply did not 
live up to the standard required.  Therefore,  a  nega on a garment or home was viewed, according to this  man d’amar,  as inconceivable; 
something merely falling into the realm of .


A GIGANTIC LITTLE SECRET” … By Rabbi Yosef Schwab
 - The  is written in the Torah extra large.  This alludes to the fact that there are 3 instances where someone receives a full body shave 
with a razor, which is normally forbidden.  These are: a nazir, a metzora, and a Levi upon his inaugural service.


FROM THE PEN OF RAV S.R. HIRSCH… By Rabbi Naftoly Katzenstein
 - As we know,  is a direct sign of displeasure from .  It comes as a punishment for many of the social sins man 
commits against his fellow man.  When a   realizes the error of his ways, does  , and thereby his   goes away, he achieves 
atonement through 2 : a  and an .  The , from , teaches us that we must strive to keep up to the high standards of ‘s 
laws of social morality.  However, this approach to Judaism, based only on Jewish “goodness of heart” and justice (Jewish Liberalism), will 
not bring about the world historic triumph of .  An , which is totally burnt on the , is brought as well. The  
represents a higher calling - to totally subjugate our entire being to the duties of '.  R’ Hirsch spurs us forward to actively strive for both of 
these objectives in our service of '.  Only when we combine our social goodness & justice with total devotion to ', can we achieve our goal.
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