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HALACHA V’HALICHA… By Rav Chaim Schabes 
Hashem, in His infinite kindness, gave us one day, on which we can attain forgiveness for all our avairos. However, we are also obligated to 
awaken our spirit and repent and cleanse ourselves, as the Torah says . Kli Yakar explains that this personal purification must be 
in a fashion that it is “in front of Hashem” - that He will recognize its sincerity and pay no attention to external performances.  During the saying 
of all  viduyim, one must stand without supporting his weight on a table or  shtender.  We bow our bodies as a sign of humility in front of 
Hashem.  Jewelry is not worn on Yom Kippur, but the typical chains and rings normally worn by women are not included in this restriction. The 
minhag is for men to wear a kittel, while women generally wear white clothing. Many Poskim are of the opinion that one should not wear non-
leather shoes that look just like leather shoes because of mar'is ayin. We must be careful not to wash our hands unless it is for a valid reason, 
such as when we wake up, come out of the bathroom, after touching covered places or scratching one’s hair, or after touching one’s shoes - even 
if they are not leather.  All washing should be only until the knuckles, except for a Kohain who washes the full hand both when he wakes up, 
and when he goes up to  duchen. After Yom Kippur, it is proper to wash the full hand 3 times, like when we wake up in the morning. The 
havdalah this year is the regular havdalah of motz’ei Shabbos.  However, even this year, the flame used for havdalah on motz’ei Yom Kippur 
must be lit from a fire that “rested” during Yom Kippur, meaning that the fire was burning since before Yom Kippur, and no prohibited work 
was done with it. There are those who will light a special candle before Yom Tov to use for havdalah; however, one may use the fire from a 
pilot light to light the havdalah candle on motz’ei Yom Kippur. We say kiddush levanah after Yom Kippur, and immediately after Yom Kippur 
we involve ourselves in mitzvos and start building the sukkah, or adding something to it. 
An important halacha to remember this year is that when one forgets one time to make an eruv tavshilin, he may rely on the one that the Rav 
made for all the people of the city. However, if one forgets a second time, it is considered negligence () and one may not cook, etc. by 
relying on the Rav’s  eruv.  For all  of Sukkos we must do in the  sukkah all  normal activities, including: eating, sleeping, reading, talking, 
learning, etc.  However, the accepted practice is to say the b'racha of  only for eating a meal that requires a sukkah, that is, either a 
bread meal, or if someone has cake or cookies as a complete meal. Nevertheless, we would not eat as much as the size of two eggs () of 
cake, even as a snack, outside the sukkah; nor should one drink wine, or eat a full meal that is based on meat, fish or cheese, outside the sukkah, 
although we don't say a b'racha of  in these instances. For havdalah as well one would say  only if he plans to sit down 
and have a meal afterwards with no hefsek. The MB says (639:16) that if someone says kiddush during the day, and has cake in order to make it 
b'makom seuda, then, even though it may just be a snack, he would say . When someone is not yet ready to eat, and goes into the 
sukkah to learn, it is proper that one should eat mezonos, and make a b’racha of  and have already in mind the meal that he will be 
eating later, as long as he doesn’t interrupt (hefsek) before the meal (MB 46). We must be careful that if we leave the sukkah in the middle of a 
meal that we do not eat or drink anything, even things that wouldn't require a sukkah, because during the course of the meal everything is 
considered   (“official” eating) and nothing may be eaten outside the sukkah. Similarly, it would not be acceptable to make kiddush and 
hamotzi in a sukkah, and then continue eating things that don't require a sukkah inside the house, even dessert. This holds true even on Shmini  
Atzeres in chutz la'Aretz, that once the meal is started, we may not eat anything outside the sukkah. If one reminded himself during the meal that 
he did not say the b'racha of  , he is allowed to make the b'racha then, even though he will not eat any more bread.  Even if he 
already finished the meal, he may still say a b'racha, but should sit for a while in the sukkah afterwards so that the b'racha should cover that 
also. The halacha is that travelers () are exempt from sukkah.  Rav Moshe ZT”L explains in Igros Moshe (OC 3:93) that this rule 
applies only to someone who is traveling for a business need, but just for recreational travel, there is no exemption, and one would not be 
permitted to eat without a sukkah. Rav Moshe ZT”L also writes (EH 4:32:8), though, that if a person traveled to Eretz Yisrael especially to be 
able to see the country, and has no time to travel other than Chol HaMo’ed, then it would be considered a need, similar to traveling for business,  
since he has spent so much money and there is no other time.  However, if he has a few days after Yom Tov, it would not be permitted to travel 
on Chol HaMo’ed without having a sukkah available. In recent years, the pop-up Sukkah has become popular, and it definitely is a better option 
for Chol HaMo’ed travelers, rather than not eating full meals, first, so that one can actually fulfill the  mitzvah of sitting in the  sukkah, and 
second, because “not a full meal” is very subjective, and it may actually be that one does require a sukkah .  Even though there may 
be a degree of flexibility as far as sleeping at night in the sukkah (see Ram"o 629:3), during the day there really is very little basis to allow 
sleeping outside the sukkah. One of the most difficult mitzvos of Yom Tov is to be truly happy for the duration of Yom Tov, and to raise oneself 
from the mundane, so that petty things will not bother us from carrying out this special mitzvah. The Ram"bam describes the mitzvah of simcha 
as one that must include others that don't have the means to be happy (either financially or emotionally), because unless we include such people 
in our simcha, it will not be called a simchas mitzvah, rather a simcha for one's stomach. A Freilichen Yom Tov!
 

ON LANGUAGE… By R’ Moshe Orlian
In the creation of the oceans it says (B’reishis 1:9) followed in the next pasuk by the phrase . The words  
(“yi-ka-VU”) and both come from the root , “to merge” or “combine”. The connotation of this root is a combining of entities to such an 
extent that the individual identity of each component is lost – like that which happens when drops of water are joined to form an ocean. Similarly, 
the word , meaning “line”, reflects this idea as a line is comprised of a series of points that are joined to form a single line. Given this meaning, 
it is understandable why the root  is not used in TaNaCH to refer to a gathering of people, except in one instance (Yirmiyahu 3:17): 
. While people cannot be physically merged into one object, in this context the implication is that, on purpose, the nations will 
be united in the recognition of Hashem.
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YOM KIPPUR Fast begins 6:55PM; Fast ends 7:44PM YIZKOR after 11:50 AM
SHACHARIS Sunday, Sep. 23 7:40/8:40; Mon-Wed, 7:00/8:00; MINCHA/MAARIV Sun-Tues 6:36
ERUV TAVSHILIN should be made on both Wednesdays, erev Sukkos and erev Shmini Atzeres
CHOL HAMOED SHACHARIS Sunday, 7:45/9:00; Mon-Tues, 6:50/8:15; Hoshana Rabba, 6:30/8:30; MINCHA/MAARIV Sun-Tues 6:24
SHACHARIS Sun 7:45, Mon-Thurs 7:00;  Fri 6:50; MAARIV Mon-Th 9:30; MINCHA/MAARIV Mon-Thurs, Oct. 8-11, 6:09 

KNESSES KNEWS
CLOTHING  that has been left long-term in the coat room will be considered hefker if not removed by Sunday, October 14.  Please check!

KOMMUNITY KORNER
MIKVAH OF NEW HEMPSTEAD, 109 Brick Church, is open on Shabbos/Yom Tov, please call 669-0861
SHABBOS MINCHA at Tefilla L’Moshe, 1:30PM (also Sunday), MAARIV daily 40 min. after shkiya; SUN SHACHARIS 7:30 & 8:30
DAILY SHACHARIS at Kehillat New Hempstead 6:00; at Zichron Yehuda (2 Kakiat Ln) 6:40AM
SUNDAY MINCHA 1:45PM at Zichron Yehuda MAARIV daily at 9:15PM
TEHILLIM FOR LADIES 8:30PM Tuesday at Willner (19 Bedford Ct)
TORAH TAPE LIBRARY – popular English speakers.  Call 426-3790x143 or e-mail to wieders@cch.com for catalog.
TO BE INCLUDED on our email distribution list and receive shul/community related news send an email to knesses_yisrael@yahoo.com
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS and any other inclusions to this publication please contact Moshe Orlian at: 364-0572, or morlian@verizon.net

KONTINUING KLASSES (aka ONGOING SHIURIM)
Daf Yomi: 1 hour before Shacharis (R’ Adler)/ 9:45PM (R’ Becher) at Knesses Yisrael; 6:00AM at Zichron Yehuda (Chaburah)
Maseches Kiddushin (by R’ Apter) daily 1 hour before Shacharis; Ahavas Chesed (by Rabbi Schabes) Tues. 9:10PM, at Knesses Yisrael
Minchas Chinuch Sun. 8:30PM; Nefesh Hachayim Thurs. 8:45PM; by R’ Bronspiegel at Zichron Yehuda; 
Maseches Bava Metzia, Shabbos afternoon 1 hour before Mincha, by R’ Yehoshua Kohl at Kehillat New Hempstead
Ladies Shiur: on holiday
  
PARSHA PEARLS: Why does tzedaka have the power to change the evil decree? Further, since , how can 
Hashem forgive our sins against Him? The Gemara relates that Turnus Rufus asked Rabbi Akiva why Hashem created the poor; he explained that 
it was so that we could earn merit by caring for them. “But if a king orders his subjects not to feed a particular servant, and one does so anyway, 
wouldn’t the king be angry?” Rabbi Akiva explained: “If a king ordered his subjects not to feed his son, and one did so anyway, wouldn’t he be 
rewarded?” The meaning is obvious: we are Hashem’s children, not his servants. This is why He can forgive us: because 
. We now understand why tzedaka has this power: it is  tzedaka, as Rabbi Akiva explained, that demonstrates 
conclusively that we are as children to Hashem, and not His servants, and that He therefore may forgive our sins and change the evil decree to a 
good one. May the merit of our prayers, teshuva and tzedaka serve as a catalyst for mechila and the ultimate geulah.
  
THOUGHTS ON THE HAFTARA (of B’reishis) … By Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro
In this paresha’s Haftara (Yeshayahu 42:5-43-10) we find several references to Hashem as the Creator of the world. The first is at the very 
beginning, . It is interesting to note that the passuk uses the present form of , ‘creates’, as opposed to the past 
tense, ‘created’. The Radak explains that the Navi is speaking to the people of his time who believed that there was never a Creator. The Navi 
tells them that not only was there a Creator who created the world from nothing, but His involvement and His acts of creation continue, and 
without that ongoing involvement the world could not continue to exist! Later in the Haftara (43:1) when the Navi promises that the people will  
ultimately be returned from the exile of Nevuchadnetzar he says . The Malbim explains that the word  
is used to describe the creation of an object’s basic matter while  means giving form to the existing matter. The Jewish people also can be 
said to have similar elements, i.e., the very basic ingredient of nationality that defines them as a people just like all other nations, and a more 
sophisticated facet that distinguishes them and gives them the ‘form’ of a superior nation that rules over nature. We can merit Geulah through 
both of these. As explained several times, the Navi uses as a title when the Jews are at a low spiritual level and when they reach 
their highest. On their most basic level, as , they will be freed from the servitude of Nevuchadnetzar because Hashem is the of the 
Jewish nation (through His taking them out of Egypt) so only He can be their ultimate Master. And certainly as , a nation superior to all 
others through the  of Hashem and one not ruled by nature, they cannot remain subservient to any entity other than the Creator of nature 
itself.
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