
                   

          



     Aug. 16 / 15 Av, 2008                          

                                                            A Publication of Congregation Knesses Yisrael / www.CKYNH.org
 
HALACHA V’HALICHA… By Rav Chaim Schabes 
: The Torah tells us that even after you will flourish and reproduce yourselves into large families, if b’nai Yisrael will not 
follow in the ways of Hashem, He will bring destruction and galus.  Rav Itzele Valozh’iner explained this with a parable: a wealthy man took a 
Yeshivah bachur as a son in law and supported him with all his needs, so that he may dedicate himself to learn Torah. The son in law did not 
have very much interest in learning, and he was deceitful to his father in law and only pretended that he was dedicated to learning.  Once he had 
a few children, he figured that he doesn’t have to pretend any more in front of his father in law, since he will surely be merciful toward his  
grandchildren, and he started to show his true colors, and to behave in the ways that he had really conducted himself till now. Moshe Rabbeinu 
tells b’nai Yisrael- you may think that once you have children and grandchildren, you could be careless in your commitment to Hashem, but you 
should know that it is not so; rather Hashem will disburse according to one’s actions, regardless of the circumstances.
After the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash, our chachamim decreed that we should have present in our lives different reminders to keep the 
memory of Yerushalayim awake in our consciousness. When we build or purchase a home, we are to leave in front of the door a space of 1 
square amma without a plaster finishing; MB (560:2) is puzzled by the lack of concern about this Halacha, and the correct behavior is not to be 
lenient in its practice. The size, according to Chazon Ish, should be 23x23 in. and according to R’ Chaim No’e, 19x19 in. It should be a square, 
and it is not enough to have the equivalent in area, and it should be left in front of the entrance door, in a place that he will see as he enters his 
house. If it is not possible to leave it in facing the door, because there are either doors, windows or furniture, there are those who say that it 
should be over the door, so that it should be seen  by the people in the house (Steipler), while others (Yaavetz, R’ YY Fisher) say that it should 
be done in the place closest to the proper place, in front of the entrance door. Rav Moshe ZT”L held that it is better to leave even a long and  
narrow space equivalent to the area, in the wall in front of the door, than to do it on a different wall (R’ Furst, Chicago). If none of the options 
are viable, it could be done on the ceiling next to the wall opposite the entrance. If one bought a house from a goy, as long as one doesn’t paint 
or wall-paper it, he doesn’t need to take off any of the finish, but if he bought it from a Jew, he must make a zecher l’churban right away. If one 
is renting, if the obligation to paint is on the tenant, or if the landlord paints for the tenant, then it is an obligation to leave a zecher l’churban.  If 
the painting is solely the landlord’s obligation, then one is not allowed to change anything to make the zecher l’churban; however, it is proper to 
try to get permission or even pay the landlord some money to allow him to do this mitzvah. The mitzvah is to leave the space without paint or 
plaster, and MB writes that some paint it black and write on it “”, but he holds this to be only a leniency, and one need not protest 
against a person that follows it; however, it is best to leave the space without any paint. If one wall-papers his house, it is not enough that on that 
square he does not put on wall-paper, rather he must remove the paint also. A Bais Haknesses or a Bais Hamidrash does not have an obligation 
to make a zecher l’churban, and so too other buildings of mitzvah, like a Yeshivah or Bais Yaakov, but other public buildings, like Simcha halls 
or hotels, are required to have a zecher l’churban.
 

THOUGHTS ON THE HAFTARA … By Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro (Y’shayahu 40:1-26)
With Tish’a B’av behind us and the conclusion of the  we begin this week reading the haftaras of the . These 7 haftaras are 
read every year beginning the first Shabbos after Tish’a B’av. During these next 7 weeks we will I”YH discuss each week’s hafatara as well as 
some general issues of all seven. Several reasons are given as to why there are specifically 7 haftaras of nechama These include: 1) We want to 
‘erase’ the terrible things we read in the haftaras during the 3 weeks with double (plus one) the nechama and 2) there are a total of 244 pesukim 
in these haftaras, one more than the total of 243 pesukim of tochacha found throughout the Chumash. But I believe that there is a more practical 
reason. After having read the haftaras of the  and experienced the sadness of Tish’a B’av there is a tendency for us all to experience 
a true feeling of despair and even depression. Yet, looking ahead it is not far off from Elul and Rosh Hashana, a time where our focus should be 
on introspection and teshuva. But when one is depressed and feeling bad about himself, teshuva is the furthest thing from his mind and almost 
impossible to achieve! What is needed then is something to lift the spirits and allow the mind to once more think clearly and in a positive way. 
Therefore Chazal decreed that these haftaras of comfort and positive messages be read. So really it is not the number 7 that is significant, rather 
that these are the haftaras read between Tish’a B’av and up until Rosh Hashana; which just happens to always be seven weeks! The first of these 
begins with the words  (which is why, of course, we call this Shabbos by the name ‘Shabbos Nachamu’). Why the double language? 
First of all, on the most simple level, this is to emphasize the strong comfort (nechama) that we will receive after all the horrific experiences that 
we have gone through. Furthermore, Chazal tell us that this was a personal message to Yishayahu from Hashem: “Because you went and brought 
all of the terrible prophesies to my people and had to suffer from their reactions, you will merit this (as well as other) ‘double’ prophesies, unlike 
any of my other prophets!” May we truly be zocheh to experience this and the rest of the words of comfort from Yeshayahu along with the 
!


LESSONS FROM OUR GEDOLIM: When R’ Yisrael Salant was once in a hospital, he was in the same ward as a descendant of the Tosafos 
Yom Tov.  When the latter’s friend (who was still in Lithuania) heard from an acquaintance that his friend was with R’ Yisrael in the hospital, he  
sent a letter from Lithuania urging that the friend observe the habits of R’ Yisrael, and report back to him so that he might learn from his habits. 
The friend wrote back a reply: “Here’s my first report - R' Yisrael’s demeanor is with such modesty, such , that until I received your letter I 
wasn’t even aware that the gentleman in my ward was R’ Yisrael…”
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SHACHARIS Sun 7:45, Mon-Fri 7:00; MAARIV Mon-Th 9:30; MINCHA/MAARIV Mon-Th 7:33, next Fri. 6:10/7:29 (candles 6:25/7:26)
KNESSES KNEWS

MAZEL TOV! to Rabbi and Mrs. Carl and Pearl Steinhart on the birth of a grandson, to their children Yissie and Shoshie Steinhart
HAKARAS HATOV to Mr. Julius Behrend and Emes Heating, AC and Plumbing for fixing the air conditioning so promptly earlier this week
PLEASE NOTE pre-Plag Mincha the next few Fridays

KOMMUNITY KORNER
ANNUAL DINNER of Ohaiv Shalom, Mon. Aug 18th, come say farewell to Rabbi Ciner and help the push toward the building completion!
MIKVAH OF NEW HEMPSTEAD, 109 Brick Church, is open on Shabbos/Yom Tov, please call 669-0861
SHABBOS MINCHA at Tefilla L’Moshe, 1:30/5:00PM (Sun. 1:30), MAARIV  40 mins. after shki’a/9:45PM; SUN SHACHARIS 7:30 & 8:30
DAILY SHACHARIS at Kehillat New Hempstead 6:00; at Zichron Yehuda (2 Kakiat Ln) 6:40AM; MINCHA Mon-Th 8PM at Zich. Yehuda
SUNDAY MINCHA 1:45PM at Zichron Yehuda MAARIV daily at 9:15PM; MINCHA Sun-Thu, 15 mins. before shki’a, at Tefilla L’Moshe
TORAH TAPE LIBRARY – popular English speakers.  Call 426-3790x143 or e-mail to wieders@cch.com for catalog.
TO BE INCLUDED on our email distribution list and receive shul/community related news send an email to knesses_yisrael@yahoo.com
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS and any other inclusions to this publication please contact Moshe Orlian at: 364-0572, or morlian@verizon.net

KONTINUING KLASSES (aka ONGOING SHIURIM)
Daf Yomi: 1 hour before Shacharis (R’ Adler)/ 9:45PM (R’ Becher) at Knesses Yisrael; 6:00AM at Zichron Yehuda (chabura)
Maseches Sanhedrin (by R’ Apter) daily 1 hour before Shacharis; Ahavas Chesed (by Rabbi Schabes) Tues. 9:10PM, at Knesses Yisrael
Hilchos Shabbos chabura, Shabbos, after the early minyan 
Navi Melachim for men, by Rabbi Shmuel Moeller, Sundays 8:30-9:15, at Tefilla L'Moshe
Minchas Chinuch Sun. 8:30PM; shiur klali on Maseches Kesubos Mon-Thurs. 8:15-9:15PM; by R’ Bronspiegel at Zichron Yehuda; 
Maseches Bava Metzia, Shabbos afternoon 1 hour before Mincha, by R’ Yehoshua Kohl at Kehillat New Hempstead
Ladies Shiur: Shabbos 5:00PM, by Rabbi Donny Frank, at D. Frank, 691 Union Rd.

Mondays 8:40 PM, Sefer Yehoshua, by Mrs. Aviva Orlian, at Levy, 29 Fessler
Wednesdays 10:45-11:45AM, Pareshas Hashavua, by Mrs. Sussi Brecher, at Lazar, 2 Tracey Ct. (corner of South Gate)

  
MECHOCHMAS HAS’FORNO… By Rabbi Shmuel Burstein 
In this week’s paresha the S’forno has a fascinating philosophical p’shat on the verse (with which we are all familiar from the first section of 
Aleinu)   (4:39).  The Torah finished explaining (in  pesukim 32-36) that in all of human history there is no example whatsoever 
comparable to the Jewish experience.  There has never been, nor will there ever be, a nation who even claimed to witness a mass revelation 
from God.   There  has  never  been,  nor  will  there  ever  be,  another  power  which lifted  up  an  entire  nation  from amidst  another  nation, 
accompanied by such astonishing wonders leading and pointing the way to freedom from a bitter slavery. The Torah stated this historical 
fact/prediction 3,300 years ago! Thus, when Hashem says, in another famous pasuk,  , S’forno understands 
this to mean that the purpose of God’s outstanding intervention in history (at the time of Yetzias Mitzrayim and Mattan Torah) was to illustrate 
to Am Yisrael that He wants the Jewish people to achieve an intellectual understanding (loda’as) of God. S’forno learns that our pasuk (“”) 
commands all Jews to “know” there is a God; that we are to internalize a knowledge of G-d’s existence.  One is immediately reminded of the 
very first  halacha in the Mishna Torah, where the Rambam talks of the need to “know” there is a God in order for wisdom of any kind to 
follow.  What is unusual and fascinating is how ‘Sforno understands the process of achieving this knowledge, how to achieve “”.   S’forno 
says it is worthy of a Jew to sift through other ideas which claim to discredit Judaism. Throw away the sections which are contradictory to 
Torah, and sift out “the truth” (“”) that is found within. S’forno says that one who investigates will find there is great harmony and 
order which reigns throughout the universe. The elements of creation themselves point the way towards a higher purpose than the function of 
each of the individual parts. Rav Kupperman explains that a study of other wisdom illustrates the interdependency of nature; of the effect of 
even a minor change in the water’s climate, for example, on all of the earth. All of creation, in heaven and on earth (   
), testify, through their interdependency, to the Creator’s existence. But this is not all. Sforno understands that the last two words of the 
pasuk teach us that one will inevitably come to realize that our Creator has no equal, “!” Only a Free and Unique () God can influence 
and guide the marvelous harmony and order within which all His creatures operate. May we all be  zocheh to gain in our knowledge, and 
appreciation of, our Father in Heaven.
  
ON LANGUAGE… By R’ Moshe Orlian
In the aseres hadibros (Devarim 5:10) we find the phrase .  It should be noted that there is a patach under the prefix-of 
.  This  is the equivalent of a  with a shva, which is indicative of the non-definite article.  As such, the phrase is translated as “does 
kindness for thousands [of generations]”.  The shva here is transformed to a patach because of the chataf-patach under the next letter, ,as there 
cannot be two consecutive shva’im in a row at the beginning of a word.  This word , must be contrasted with the well-known phrase from 
“” (Shmos 34:7) , where the has a kamatz.  The kamatz here reflects the definite article, and would be translated as “to the 
thousands”.  These 2 cases of  differ only slightly in pronunciation, yet have distinct meanings – ba’alei kri’ah beware!


“A GIGANTIC LITTLE SECRET” … By Rabbi Yosef  Schwab
 - While from this  pasuk apparently Moshe is quite explicitly speaking directly to B’nai 
Yisrael, the Ibn Ezra (Shmos 4:30) interestingly says that, in fact, Moshe never spoke directly to them, only though Aharon, or later, Elazar.
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