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 HALACHA V’HALICHA… By Rav Chaim Schabes 
The Torah says that before Ya’akov went down to Mitzrayim, Hashem appeared to him , “in a night vision”.  Meshech Chochmah 
explains the reason for this term, that since Ya’akov was now going into galus, Hashem was showing him that even outside of Eretz Yisrael we 
would be able to have the  shechinah with us. Chazal tell us that a  navi would be able to have  nevu’a outside of Eretz Yisrael only if he 
previously experienced  nevu’a in Eretz Yisrael; accordingly, if B’nai Yisrael see themselves as a nation connected to its past through the 
following of  their  forefathers’  actions,  then we can merit  that  the  shechinah should  continue  to  rest  upon us,  but  those  that  disconnect 
themselves from their past, and do not show that they are a continuum of the nation that had revelation in Eretz Yisrael, they are forsaken in the 
darkness of galus, and exposed to be trampled and looted. 
If a person dreamed a bad dream on Shabbos, and he is very distressed over it, he is allowed to fast on Shabbos a ta’anis chalom (Orach Chaim 
288:4), and instead of eating he should spend his day learning and davening; one is allowed to say viduy over his avairos as on weekdays (MB 
7), and before yihyu leratzon at the end of the Mincha shmone esrei,one should say anainu without the b’racha at the end, and after the shmone 
esrei,one is supposed to say the  ribbon ha’olamim which is usually said at the conclusion of a  ta’anis  (OC 288:6). When someone fasts a 
ta’anis chalom on Shabbos, he must also fast on Sunday to atone for having fasted on Shabbos, but if Sunday is a public fast day (some are 
lenient and allow counting that day as a “payment”, MB 8), or if it is difficult to fast two consecutive days, he may push it off to a different day. 
Shulchan Aruch (5) writes that there are opinions that hold that one should fast only if he saw the disturbing dream three times, and there are 
further opinions that nowadays one should not fast a  ta’anis chalom on Shabbos at all since we are not knowledgeable about interpreting 
dreams.  Others say that the only dreams for which one would fast on Shabbos are if one saw a sefer torah or t’fillin burning - but not that they 
fell, and for seeing oneself during Yom Kippur (some say specifically during ne’ilah), or if someone sees that the beams of his house caved in 
(some say that it is a good dream, MB 17) or that his teeth (not his cheeks) fell; however, if someone’s teeth were hurting they wouldn’t fast 
over this dream even during the week  (MB 18). If someone does not have children they also wouldn’t fast on Shabbos (because falling of teeth 
has a negative connotation regarding one’s children).  Others say that for dreaming that he was reading the Torah, or that he was getting 
married, or one of the bad dreams mentioned in the ninth perek of B’rachos one would also fast. One should not fast over dreams that have a 
negative monetary message; rather only for things that one would be allowed to be mechallel Shabbos for (MB 20). All the above is only said if 
the person is very distressed and by fasting he will satisfy his anxiety, but if one does not get fazed by a dream, or if the fast is so difficult for 
him that the pain of fasting will override the pain of the dream, he would not be allowed to fast. Sh”lah Hakadosh would normally rule not to 
fast over these dreams on Shabbos, because he suspected that people were not really so distressed over the dream, and he would rather dictate to 
fast two days during the week (MB 15). If a person dreams a bad dream about his friend and he told his friend about it, he should not fast on 
Shabbos, but during the week he should fast, and if the dreamer doesn’t want to tell his friend, than he, the dreamer, should fast during a 
weekday (MB 6). Pregnant and nursing women should not fast; rather they should give tzedakah to redeem themselves (MB 7), and if a person 
thought about something during the day and then dreamed about it, they would not need to fast, because the his thoughts are what produced the 
dream, and it should not be referred to as a sign from heaven (ibid). If someone dreamed the night before a ta’anis tzibur, the fast of that day 
counts for a ta’anis chalom (Bi’ur Halacha). It is permitted to do hatavas chalom on Shabbos (Shoneh Halachos 220:1).
 

THOUGHTS ON THE HAFTARA … By Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro
Often, to understand the full meaning of a Haftara, one needs to also study the pesukim that precede it as well as the paresha itself. In the case of 
our Haftara (Yechezkel 37:15-28) we must start at the beginning of the perek, the fourteen pesukim that make up the Haftara of Chol Hamoed 
Pesach, which is of course the famous “Dry Bones” nevuah. In it the Navi is told to speak to the old bones of people who had died centuries 
before so that they may be revived; a symbol of the future rebuilding of the Jewish people and their return to the land of Israel. But what is to  
become of the people once they are revived? How will things change so that the nation will never be destroyed again? Instead of answering 
directly, the Navi first demonstrates the answer by taking two separate pieces of wood, bringing them near to one another and showing the people 
how they miraculously become one inseparable piece. When the people ask for an explanation, he explains as follows: it is not enough for the 
Jewish nation to simply be reinstated, there must also be total achdus for the people to survive and that unity must begin at the top. From the time 
of Rechavam ben Shlomo, there had been two Jewish kingdoms, each with its own unique identity. For the people to survive, this could no longer 
be the case. But how will the old quarrels be avoided? Who will be the new leader? First, the entire nation, including the Jews from all twelve 
tribes, will unite under the leadership of Moshiach ben Yosef. Not since the time of Shaul Hamelech have the tribes of Yehudah and Binyamin 
joined with their 10 brothers under the banner of Yosef! But unlike the past kings of the Ten Tribes, Moshiach ben Yosef will scrupulously 
follow the words of Hashem and will merit having great miracles done for the Jewish people on his behalf as he leads them to victory over our 
enemies. But once the wars are over and we are ready to live in peace, he will relinquish his place and the people will accept upon themselves  
Moshiach ben Dovid as their king. We can find the model for this achdus in our paresha. Yehudah was accepted as the undisputed leader of the 
brothers. But there are times that a leader needs to relinquish his role and the honor that accompanies it for the greater good. Yehuda recognized 
that such a time had come, and for the Jewish nation to survive it was Yosef that needed to lead them for the time being! It is sometimes harder to 
be a follower than to be a leader. But it is a great leader who understands how to act and to put achdus before all other considerations!


A GIGANTIC LITTLE SECRET” … By Rabbi Yosef  Schwab
the trop on these words exactly mirrors the content: kadma v’azla – he got up and went forth; revi’i – Yehuda, 
the fourth son; zarka – he was willing to throw away everything for the sake of his brother; munach segol – even his menucha (olam haba), and 
his segula (olam hazeh).
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ASARA B’TEVES Wednesday Shacharis 6:55; Ta’anis begins 6:05AM, ends 5:20PM                    
SHACHARIS Sun 7:45, Mon-Fri 7:00; MAARIV Mon-Th 9:30; MINCHA/MAARIV Sun 4:16, next Fri 4:16 (candles 4:13)

KNESSES KNEWS
MASMIDEI YISRAEL boys Fri. night learning program, grades 6-8, 7:50-8:30PM by Rabbi Shloimie Eisenbereger, at Eisenberger, 4 Patricia

KOMMUNITY KORNER
PIRCHEI for boys Pre1A-6th Grade at Knesses Yisrael 2:30-3:30; AVOS UBANIM Motz'ei Shabbos 6:30PM
MAZEL TOV to the Herbst family on the Bar Mitzvah of Shlomo Zalman.  Kiddush after davening at Zichron Yehuda
SPECIAL SHIUR "Rav Meir Shapira: The Light that Illuminated the Daf", a presentation (in English) by Rav Aryeh Hendler, Asst R”Y of 
Yeshivat Sha'alvim, concerning the fascinating founder of the Daf Yomi program, at 11:30 AM, Sunday, December 16th, at the home of Yoel 
and Leah Lichstein, 33 South Parker Drive. Program is free of charge.
MIKVAH OF NEW HEMPSTEAD, 109 Brick Church, is open on Shabbos/Yom Tov, please call 669-0861
SHABBOS MINCHA at Tefilla L’Moshe, 1:30PM (also Sunday), MAARIV  Mon-Th 7:00PM, 8:15PM; SUN SHACHARIS 7:30 & 8:30
DAILY SHACHARIS at Kehillat New Hempstead 6:00; at Zichron Yehuda (2 Kakiat Ln) 6:40AM
SUNDAY MINCHA 1:45PM at Zichron Yehuda MAARIV daily at 9:15PM NEW MINCHA Mon-Thu, 4PM, at Tefilla L’Moshe
TEHILLIM FOR LADIES 8:30PM Tuesday at Willner (19 Bedford Ct)
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS and any other inclusions to this publication please contact Moshe Orlian at: 364-0572, or morlian@verizon.net

KONTINUING KLASSES (aka ONGOING SHIURIM)
Daf Yomi: 1 hour before Shacharis (R’ Adler)/ 9:45PM (R’ Becher) at Knesses Yisrael; 6:00AM at Zichron Yehuda (chabura)
Maseches Kiddushin (by R’ Apter) daily 1 hour before Shacharis; Ahavas Chesed (by Rabbi Schabes) Tues. 9:10PM, at Knesses Yisrael
Hilchos Shabbos chabura, Shabbos, after the early minyan 
Minchas Chinuch Sun. 8:30PM; Nefesh Hachayim Thurs. 8:45PM; by R’ Bronspiegel at Zichron Yehuda; 
Maseches Bava Metzia, Shabbos afternoon 1 hour before Mincha, by R’ Yehoshua Kohl at Kehillat New Hempstead
Ladies Shiur: Fri. night, 8:15PM,by Rabbi Label Lamm, at Mytelka, 115 S. Gate

Mondays 8:40 PM, Megillas Rus, by Mrs. Aviva Orlian, at Levy, 29 Fessler
  
MECHOCHMAS HAS’FORNO… By Rabbi Shmuel Burstein
Two thoughts to ponder as we read this week’s paresha: Can any man be certain that those very difficult and trying moments he endures in life 
are blessings from Hashem; episodes of ‘good’ where man sees ‘bad’? The Sforno identifies just such an example, as the story of Yosef and his 
brothers reaches its crescendo in one of the most dramatic and emotionally laden scenes of the Torah. Yosef has just revealed himself to his  
brothers as the lad they sold into slavery so many years ago. They are reeling in shame. They are paralyzed by shock and disbelief. Yosef tells 
them (45:8):  , “it was not you who sent me here; it was Hashem”. Sforno says that Yosef was telling 
them: “Now that you see Hashem’s plan behind all this (i.e., Yosef’s rise to power, becoming the sustainer of a world that was suffering from a 
plague of hunger), and this is something that could not possibly have happened without the factors that preceded it (the brothers’ hatred and 
selling him into slavery); there can be no doubt, , that the earlier factors also took place through the divine will of Hashem, to achieve  
this goal”.  In a later, unrelated comment in the paresha, Sforno introduces a novel approach to Ya’akov’s exile into Egypt. Hashem is speaking 
to Yaakov/Yisrael. He tells him he should not fear going to Mitzrayim (as his father was forbidden to do; see earlier Sforno comment). Hashem 
tells Yaakov that He will make Yaakov into a “” in the land of the Pharaohs.  Sforno’s insight is remarkable. The success of Klal Yisrael 
growing into a great  nation was tied to our time in Mitzrayim, directly related to another factor we read about in parashas Mikeitz. There, in 
verse 43:22, we learn that it was disgraceful for Egyptians to eat together with “Ivrim.” Perfect, learns Sforno. The Jewish people need to grow 
in a land where the natives will not want to marry them and eat together with them, something that was not true in Canaan. Had Ya’akov Avinu 
remained in Eretz Yisrael the local non-Jews would have married their sons and daughters and we would have been absorbed into the much 
larger non-Jewish society, disappearing as a nation altogether. Only Mitzrayim, however, a land that would not even eat together with us, would 
allow for Am Yisroel to grow and develop into its own identity, a nation apart, ready for the mission of Hashem.


ON LANGUAGE… By R’ Moshe Orlian
In describing the climactic embrace of Yosef and Binyamin the Torah writes,  (B'reishis 45:14). 
Both  and  are plural forms of , "neck", even though each had only one neck. Rashi cites the drash that this is a reference to 
two  Batei  Mikdash,  which  only  partially  explains  the  plural  usage.  Interestingly,  in  several  other  places  in  B'reishis,  (seemingly 
incorrectly) appears in the plural form:  (27:16); and   (46:9). An even more interesting case is (33:4), where
   -  is written "correctly" as "tsa-va-RO", while the  (reading) is still "tsa-va-RAV", in the plural. The Ibn Ezra, by 
way of explanation, offers that perhaps   appears frequently in the plural because of the 2 pipes in the neck, or because of the multiple 
vertebrae in the neck. In any event, there are many instances where the appropriate singular form of  is used; there does not appear to be a 
decisive rule.


LESSONS FROM OUR GEDOLIM:  - A famous Rebbe once came into the Beis Medrash in the morning, and related that 
while he was up learning at night he suddenly noticed a figure sitting beside him.  He got scared, extinguished his lamp, and went to bed.  His 
chassidim questioned his actions, on the assumption that perhaps the figure was none other than Eliyahu Hanavi!  The Rebbe replied, “it 
couldn’t be since Eliyahu radiates happiness while this figure was steeped in sorrow.  I understood, then, that it must be from the sitra achra..”
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