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HALACHA V’HALICHA… By Rav Chaim Schabes  
Rav Shimon Shkop ZT”L said to his  Talmidim: whoever thinks that he is immune to the negative influence that is produced by reading 
external literature, and will not be damaged through their reading, should know, that the conclusion will be failure. Not only that, even to 
battle against the foreign culture, and debate the wrong philosophies, is not a healthy practice. The proof is from Yaakov in his struggle with 
Eisav’s minister. Rashi brings a  pasuk from Hoshea that says that Yaakov succeeded (), and once he did, the malach was crying and 
pleading to Yaakov (), and nevertheless Yaakov walked away limping (), injured in the battle. As a result came the 
prohibition against eating the  for all generations.
The Shulchan Aruch (OC 227:1) says that on both lightning or thunder one says either  or .  The 
Taz, however, says that the minhag is to say  over lightning and  over thunder, but since either 
b’racha is  proper,  therefore,  if  one  heard  and  saw  thunder  and  a  lightning  together  one  should  only  say  the  one  b’racha of 
,  but  if  he  said  only  ,  it’s  also  fine.  If  they  weren’t  very  close  to  each  other,  one  says 
 first over the lightning, and then when he hears the thunder he should say . The same is true if one 
first heard the thunder and said  , then later if he sees lightning he should say . The Birkei Yosef 
writes that if one said the b’racha over lightning and had in mind that it should go on the thunder that normally comes after it, he is yotzei 
and doesn’t need to say another b’racha. It is not necessary to see the actual bolt of the lightning to be able to say a b’racha; it is enough to 
see the flash of light (Minchas Shlomo 2:4:34). No b’racha is recited over a lightning flash in the sky that comes without thunder that occurs 
during the heat season (MB 227:3,5).  However, on a cold and rainy day one doesn’t need to wait to first hear thunder; rather, immediately 
upon seeing lightning he may say the b’racha. It is not necessary to stand when one recites these b’rachos (Pri Megadim intro. to Hilchos 
B’rachos 18); however, those that are more meticulous do stand when saying them (Yaavetz holds that it is an obligation), and it is known 
that many great people were careful to do so (Riv’vos Ephrayim 6:409 writes that Rav Moshe Feinstein ZT”L was careful to stand). The 
b’rachos over lightning or thunder must be said within 2 seconds of seeing/hearing them, and therefore, if one came out of the bathroom and 
washed his hands, but before saying asher yatzar he sees lightning or hears thunder, he should first say the b’racha over them, and then say 
asher yatzar (ibid:12). If a person was sleeping and was woken up by thunder or lightning, if he could be sure that he didn’t touch any 
unclean part of his body, he is allowed to say these b’rachos, even though he has a  on his hands (MB 11).  If he may have touched 
unclean places on his body, he could clean his hands by wiping them of the wall or anything that will clean them, and still be within the time 
that one may say the b’rachos.  There are those who follow the minhagim based on kabalah, and hold that one may not say a b’racha while 
there is    on his hands, and according to them, one would not be allowed to say a  b’racha until he first washes his hands three 
alternating times (Kaf Hachayim 15, 17) . If a person is in the middle of  or between the chapters or the b’rachos of  , he 
should say these b’rachos (MB 66:19), and if one wishes to be lenient and recite them in the middle of a perek or b’racha of , there is 
someone on whom to rely (Magen Avraham 5, Shulchan Aruch Harav 4 and others); one may especially do so if he thinks that he will not be 
able to say them later. If one is the middle of learning, he should interrupt to say the b’rachos, however, if one is afraid that this will disrupt 
his train of thought, or is in the middle of learning with others, he is allowed to pass over this obligation (Piskai Tshuvos 227:5).
 
THOUGHTS ON THE HAFTARA … By Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro (Ovadia 1:1-21)
This week we read the entire Sefer Ovadiah. Having lived with and worked for Ach’av and Izevel, Ovadiah experiences first hand more evil 
than  at  almost  any other  time.  But  as  a  Ger  Tzedek descended  from Edom,  he  knows very well  that  it  is  Edom who represents  the 
personification of evil. Amalek was the first to attack the nation of Israel. Edom assisted and rejoiced in the destruction of the first Bais 
Hamikdash. The Romans, referred to as Edom by Chazal, destroyed the second Bais Hamikdash. Can the world abide such acts of infamy?  
The Navi answers this question in the pasuk that ends the Haftara: . Only when this evil called Edom is totally destroyed 
will Hashem truly be ‘’. Until then, like Ovadiah, and Ya’akov before him, we must continue to fight the evil influences of 
Edom with all our might in order to live the life Hashem expects from us.


ON LANGUAGE … By R’ Moshe Orlian
Rachel died on the road, a distance of  before Beis Lechem (B'reishis 35:16). The etymological basis for this measurement is not 
clear. Futhermore, grammatically, the mefareshim argue whether the  at the beginning of the word  is a root-letter, or whether it is the 
comparative prefix-. Regardless of linguistic basis, they also argue as to how far this distance is. Targum, Rashi, Rashbam and Ralbag all 
explain that the  is a root-letter.  In this case, one possible source is  , "strong", implying a significant distance. The Ralbag, though, 
understands that  comes from , "seive", referring to land which is worked, i.e.,  close to the city.  On the other hand, Ramban, Ibn 
Ezra and Radak all favor the  as being a prefix-. Thus,  would be translated as "like [the distance of] a ".  The root  is associated 
in several places with eating (Shmuel II 12:17), and here  would refer to the distance that a traveler would walk from the city until he eats. 
The Ramban, interestingly, rejects this explanation on the basis of his first-hand observation that Rachel's kever is actually quite close to Beis 
Lechem, and understands it to be a short distance. Others, without citing a direct source, say simply that a  is a . Modern scholarship 
does not seem to provide a definitive resolution to these various opinions.
 



SHABBOS SCHEDULE – KNESSES YISRAEL
                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                      ”                       ”
                             5:18              3:58                9:30          6:50/8:30                                     4:27                    4:12                      4:09      
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KNESSES NEWS
MAZEL TOV! to Mr. and Mrs. Phil and Marcie Ernst on the births of two grandsons, to Rob and Ofe Ernst and Devorah and Darin Zaga

COMMUNITY CORNER
MAZEL TOV! to Rabbi and Mrs. Avi Neuberger on the birth of their granddaughter.  Kiddush at their home, 33 Brockton, after 11:30AM
PIRCHEI in the Shul, Shabbos afternoon, 2:30-3:30;  AVOS U’BANIM Motz’ei Shabbos 6:30-7:30, with pizza and special prizes
MIKVAH OF NEW HEMPSTEAD, 109 Brick Church, is open on Shabbos/Yom Tov, please call 669-0861
MINCHA at Tefilla L’Moshe, Sun. 1:30; S-Th 15m<shki’a;  1:30/”; MAARIV M-Th 40m>shki’a/8:15/9:45 NEW:   11PM  
DAILY SHACHARIS at Kehillat New Hempstead 6:00; SHACHARIS at Tefilla L’Moshe Sun. 7:30/8:30; M-Fri 6:25/7:00/7:30 
MINCHA at  Zichron Yehuda (2 Kakiat Ln) Sun. 12:30/1:40/30<shki’a;  MAARIV daily 7:30/9:15PM;  SHACHARIS Mo-Fr. 25 min.<netz; 

Sun. 6:30/7:30; MA’ARIV at KNH, Mon-Thurs 8:30PM
TO BE INCLUDED on our email distribution list and receive shul/community related news send an email to knesses_yisrael@yahoo.com
FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS and any other inclusions to this publication please contact Moshe Orlian at: 364-0572, or morlian@verizon.net

ONGOING SHIURIM
Daf Yomi: 1 hour before Shacharis (R’ Adler) at Knesses Yisrael / 10:00PM (R’ Becher) at Tefilla L’Moshe 
Maseches Yoma (by R’ Apter) daily 1 hour before Shacharis
Hilchos Shabbos chabura, Shabbos, after the early minyan; (by Rabbi Schabes) after the 2nd minyan; , Shabbos 8AM
Navi Melachim for men, by Rabbi Shmuel Moeller, Sundays 8:30-9:15, at Tefilla L'Moshe
Mishna Berura, at KNH, Rabbi Kerner, Tues. 7:50PM; Inyanei Tefilla, Rabbi Staum, Wed. 8:50PM
Chumash B’iyun 24/6, 1 aliyah per day, by Rabbi Schwab, Kol Haloshon (718) 395-2440, upon pick-up press 11101; Kolhaloshon.com 
Maseches Sukkah, Sun. 9:15AM; by R’ Saperstein; Daf Yomi 8:30PM; at Ohaiv Shalom, 18 Bridle 
Ladies Shiurim: Shabbos, 3PM, by Mrs. Debbie Lane at Miller, 108 South Gate 

Mondays new time 8:15PM, Sefer Shmuel II, by Mrs. Aviva Orlian, at Levy, 29 Fessler
Wednesdays 9:45AM, Emunah and Bitachon, by Mrs. Chani Juravel, at Ohr Sameach’s Beit Shvidler (send email to 
jungerh@aol.com to join the Monday night (9-10 pm) telephone shiur)
Wednesdays 10:45-11:45AM, Pareshas Hashavua, by Mrs. Sussi Brecher, at Lazar, 2 Tracey Ct. (corner of South Gate)



MECHOCHMAS HAS’FORNO… By Rabbi Shmuel Burstein
In these turbulent times for the Jewish people, it is comforting to read a message of hope. There exists just such a message in this week’s 
commentary of S’forno. He paints a grand vision of what is yet to come in Jewish history. His point of departure is the verse in which our 
father Ya’akov is  blessed with his new name, Yisrael.  In  the later  of two such verses (35:10),  Hashem Himself is talking to Ya’akov. 
According to Rav Kupperman’s understanding, S’forno finds the “trop” an important clue to a greater lesson. There is a pause (esnachta) in 
the pasuk, immediately after the words . God is telling Ya’akov, says S’forno, that He is now confirming the name of “Yaakov.” It is 
still a fitting name. It  bespeaks futuristic accomplishment. “Ya’akov” denotes the heel, and it is a hint of the future destiny of the Jewish 
people. We alone (descendants of Ya’akov) will remain an intact nation at the end of time (just as a heel is the very end part of the foot). The 
other nations of the world will experience outright destruction (see Yirmiyahu 46:28) Even though individual righteous non-Jews will survive 
the turbulence of Acharis Hayamim, the nations of the world, qua nations, will not. Only the Jewish people, “the heel at the end of humanity’s 
long history” (Ya’akov) remains. So Hashem is saying: “Yes, your name is Y’akov. How fitting a name for you. Your (people’s) destiny is as 
yet unfulfilled. But the truth of its ultimate fulfillment is nonetheless guaranteed.” The “esnachta” is a clear pause in the verse. This indicates a 
new thought. S’forno says that, after confirming the name Ya'akov, Hashem tells him (us) that there will come a time when “Ya’akov” is no 
longer an appropriate name for Am Yisrael.  tells us that once the climax of history is upon us (at least that of the 
insane part of history, the warring with Hashem and His beloved nation) the Jewish people will have achieved the “survival” (heel of history)  
predicted for so long. Hence, there will no longer be a need to refer to us by what “will happen in the end” since the end is upon us. What is  
also  fascinating  here  is  how  S’forno,  unlike  the  other  mefareshim,  understands  a  very  famous  pasuk in  Balak  (B’midbar  23:9), 
.  Most, with the great  Rashi at the helm, understand these words (“the Jewish people is a nation that dwells alone”) to 
describe a reality which is visible throughout Jewish history. Not S’forno. He learns Bilam’s famous prophecy to be a description of the end of 
days. At that point we will be the only nation which survived the trauma of history, a “nation which dwells alone” among the nations of the 
world, and which can count legions of its sons and daughters. All other surviving goyim, as we said earlier, will be bereft of a larger national 
presence. The Jewish nation will be called “Yisrael”, “the nation which will rule over the remnants” (S’forno’s words), those non-Jews who 
will worship Hashem in . (S’forno continues with his  perush of the pasuk to explain how, even now, there is some element of 
Yisrael in the life of the Nation of God. See there.) I wish to end, however, with the hope that we will very speedily live to see the kiyum of all 
that S’forno set forth through his understanding of the verse; in the distant gaze he set upon these words of b’racha to the last of our avos.
 

“A GIGANTIC LITTLE SECRET” … By Rabbi Yosef  Schwab
- the first letters of these three words spell out .  This alludes to the fact that just as Eisav wanted to destroy the entire 
Jewish people (Ya’akov and family) in one day, so too did Haman, generations later.
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